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FOREWORD

The pyramid complex of Khentkaus was discovered by the archaeological expedition of the Czech (in that
time still Czechoslovak) Institute of Egyptology at Abusir in 1976. The investigations of the monument,
carried out in the excavation seasons of 1976, 1978/79 and 1981, were concluded in the season of 1986 by
a geodetical survey. The interim reports of the seasons’ proceedings were published in ZAS between the
years 1978 and 1982.

Apart from providing the final report on the course of these archaeological excavation, this volume also
includes a major portion of the most important finds, especially the written documents — the masons’
marks and inscriptions, the fragments of reliefs, the fragments of papyri and the sealings. It also contains
an evaluation of the architectural remains of the monument and some conclusions and hypotheses based
on the above mentioned archaeological materials and on what we know about the history of the end of the
4th and the beginning of the 5th Dynasties.

The evaluation of the newly discovered fragments of papyri from Khentkaus’ mortuary temple archive has
been prepared by Prof. Paule Posener-Kriéger (Paris) — a connoiseur of the Abusir papyri and other Old
Kingdom documents. The author is also grateful that the remains of the architecture of the pyramid
complex have been analysed and evaluated by Dr. Peter Janosi (Institut fiir Agyptologie, Wien), whose
knowledge of the pyramid complexes of queens has provided the major opus of this topic. These scholars
had enormously difficult tasks due to the fragmentary nature of both sets of remains.

The finds not included in this volume — the pottery, the fragments of stone vessels, the objects dating
from the Coptic occupation of the ruins of the monument, the secondary burials dating from the late New
Kingdom until the Roman Period, etc. — will be published later, in future studies published by the Czech
Institute of Egyptology in Prague.

The author also should like to express his thanks to Dr. Vivienne G. Callender for her invaluable
suggestions pertaining to the "problem of Khentkaus", as well as for her unselfish help in supervising the
English manuscript of this publication.

Many thanks must be also expressed to Mr. Milan Zemina, the photographer, and to Mrs. Miroslava
Sodomkova, MA, who prepared most of the drawings published in this book.

Prague, 30th June 1994 Miroslay Verner
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPORT

In 1975, the Egyptian Antiquities Organization
approved our application and granted the
Czechoslovak Institute of Egyptology, from Charles
University of Prague, permission to explore a portion
of the Memphite necropolis, encompassing South
Abusir 1. Archaeologically, it was almost untouched.
More precisely, the archaeological concession
granted to our Institute covered the area between the
pyramid complexes of Neferirkare and Nyuserre in the
north and the Wadi Abusiri in the south (pl. 1, fig. 1).
A systematic exploration of the vast area started
with a surface survey, combined with geophysical
measurement. The first monument chosen to be
excavated occupied a place south of the pyramid of

Schepsex- ptaly

3 ‘/

. .7 Pyramide
des Konigs
Ne-uder-ré

Pyramide des Konigs
Nefer- tr-ké-rd

Unfertige . i

Pyramide® y
?“é A AN
S et (1

-0,

Neferirkare. Judging by the rectangular, east-west
oriented shape of the monument and the fact that it
carefully respected the position and dimensions of the
pyramid of Neferirkare (the length of the monument
corresponding with the eastern half of the southern
side of the pyramid), the monument (fig. 2) was taken
by our team for a small pyramid complex which
probably belonged to Neferirkare’s wife, Khentkaus.
On the basis of the surface survey, we also assumed
that the monument consisted of a small pyramid and

1 LD Text, 139 ff. and map in LD I, 32; Smith, Map of the Saqdjara

Cemetery; Spencer, in: Orientalia 43, 1974, 1-11. See also PM 1II,
Pt. 1, 324-351.

4 Unbrekannt

1y
Torbou im Tede
it

Fig. 2 Southern portion of Borchardt’s plan of the Abusir necropolis.
The ruins of the pyramid complex of Khentkaus,

situated to the south of the pyramid of Neferirkare,

is marked as a twin mastaba.
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THE PYRAMID
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| 18

Fig. 3a Plan of the pyramid complex of Khentkaus: Position of excavation sectors and profiles.
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Fig. 3b Plan of the pyramid complex
of Khentkaus: identification

of rooms and walls.
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a mortuary temple. This was surrounded by an
enclosure wall which linked the monument to the
neighbouring pyramid complex of Neferirkare. In
principle, the subsequent excavations confirmed
these premises but, at the same time, showed that the
archaeological situation and, especially, the historical
interpretation were unexpectedly more complex in
nature.

I.1 The Pyramid

The pyramid had been briefly explored prior to the
Czech archaeological excavation. In 1906, precisely
70 years before our excavation of the monument, a
minor trial digging was carried out by an expedition

15
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sent out by the Deutsche Orient-Gesellschaft. That
team concentrated their work on an area near the
south-east corner of the pyramid. Ludwig Borchardt,
director of the German expedition, came to the
conclusion that the monument of Khentkaus was not
a pyramid but a twin mastaba (Doppelmastaba) 2. The

2 The rectangular and east-westerly orientated outlines of the
monument have already been marked by Borchardt on his plan of
the necropolis of Abusir. However, the monument was
misinterpreted by Borchardt (Sahure 1, 145 £.) as a twin mastaba:
"Ebenso diirfte das ldngliche Gebaude dessen Schuttumrisse
Erbkam siidlich von der Nefer-ir-ke3-re‘-Pyramide angibt -
zwischen ihr und der Stelle, wo der Totentempel vor der unfertigen
Pyramide zu liegen scheint — trotzdem es in seiner westlichen
Hilfte auch einen solchen Nordeinschnitt aufweist, keine
Pyramide, sondern eine Mastaba, wahrscheinlich sogar cine
Doppelmastaba, sein.”
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"mastaba" was considered to be archaeologically
unimportant and the German expedition lost interest
in its further exploration.

Before our excavations, the structure was clearly
divided into an eastern and western part (fig. 3a, b).
The eastern part contained a shallow, rectangular
depression; the western part was formed by a low
tumulus. There was a clearly defined gully running
from the northern edge towards the centre of the
tumulus. No large loose blocks of limestone were
present on the surface of the structure, only small
fragments of limestone and red granite, and sherds of
Dyn. 5 pottery. Contrary to Borchardt’s conclusions,
the position, shape and orientation of the structure
seemed to indicate that it might have been a small
pyramid complex 3.

The excavation of the monument began in 1976 4
with a trench being cut into the east-west axis of the
tumulus in the western section. The trench (fig. 4a,
b), excavated through debris formed by layers of sand
and fragments of white (Turah) and greyish (local)
limestone, disclosed the badly damaged core of a
small pyramid.

The structure and stratigraphy of the debris made
several observations possible. Firstly, the casing of the
pyramid had been completely removed — at least in
the 3 m wide strip of the pyramid exposed by our
trench. Secondly, bigger blocks had obviously been
cut into smaller pieces directly on the spot, in order
to facilitate the transportation of the stone away from
the pyramid. Finally, the biggest blocks from the
substructure of the pyramid had been cut and shaped
into new architectural elements whilst still in their
original positions. For instance, an unfinished capital
of a column remained almost in situ (pl. 2, fig. 5). It
had been made from one of the huge, white limestone
slabs which had once roofed the burial chamber. Of
five fine white limestone ceiling slabs — originally
laid in a north-south horizontal position over the
burial chamber — only one remained in situ. This was
incomplete, but the southern portion of this 116 cm
thick slab remained firmly embedded in the masonry
of the pyramid’s core.

The core of the pyramid was built of small, often
irregular blocks and fragments of inferior quality
limestone. Undoubtedly, this came from local
quarries in the neighbourhood of the pyramid field at
Abusir. Apparently, the stones represented refuse
material from the principal building site of the
pyramid of Neferirkare.

The outer face of the core had been formed by low
steps consisting of one or two rows of small blocks,
joined by clay mortar. In addition to that, the mortar
was covered from outside by a thin layer of

16

pinkish-white gypsum. In contrast to the stepped
outer face of the pyramid, the inner core structure
was vertical (pl. 2, fig. 6).

In the eastern outer face of the core, the second
and the third step from below are 75 cm high; the
first, fourth and fifth step are only 50 cm high. Some
blocks of the core bore the so-called Baugraffiti,
marks and inscriptions made by quarrymen and
masons 5. The graffiti contain measurements, data,
the pyramid owner’s name, nivellation lines, etc. Of
a special importance was a short vertical line on a
block in the middle of the eastern face of the core
which indicated the position of the east-west axis of
the pyramid, and was very probably drawn by ancient
architects shortly before the construction of the
mortuary temple.

The sarcophagus chamber, badly damaged by
ancient stone robbers, was filled with fragments of
limestone and greyish sand (see fig. 4a). In the filling
sloping from the east towards the west, scattered
sherds of beer jugs and fragments of stone vessels
appeared. Completely unique was the discovery of a

Fig. 7 Graffito of S3-Sbk.

s

limestone ostracon (fig. 7) bearing the personal name
of §3-Sbk © written in a cursive script and probably
dating from the Middle Kingdom. In the western half
of the chamber, near the south wall, a square-shaped,
¢. 1 m deep pit was discovered in the floor. The pit

3 V. Maragioglio and C.Rinaldi (L’ architettura delle piramidi
menfite VII - Testo, 190 and VII - Tavole, Tav. 5) came to a similar
conclusion in the mid 1960s: ".. it is also possible (and this is only
a hypothesis) that it is what remains of the mortuary temple
attached to the small pyramid, the miniature complex being
enclosed by a single wall." However, Maragioglio’s and Rinaldi’s
relevant drawing of the monument on the general plan of the
pyramid field of Abusir is quite confusing.

4 Regarding the archaeological report for the season of 1976, see
Verner, in: ZAS 105, 1978, 155-159.

5 The masons’ inscriptions and marks revealed in the
Khentkaus’s pyramid complex are discussed in detail in Chapter
11, see below pp. 43-54.

6 For 53-Sbk, a personal name frequently occurring — especially
in the Middle Kingdom — see Ranke, PN I, 284/11. The name is
on the ostracon, preceded by the unclear remains of signs, probably
of a title.
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Fig. 4 a Profile no. 1.

1 grey sand, limestone fragments (fine)

grey sand with limestone fragments (coarse)

grey sand with fragments of limestone blocks

grey sand with limestone fragments (coarse) and
fragments of pottery vessels

grey sand, fragments of limestone (coarse and fine),
fragments of red granite, fragments of pottery vessel

2
3
4

5
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destruction

blocks / fragments
of blocks
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limestone fragments
(coarse)

"

limestone fragments
(medium coarse)
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4

ceiling block of limestone

animal bones, fragments of OK pottery vessels,
fragments of mummy wrappings, dark sand and mud
burial of a child, fragments of a reed mat

fragments of OK stone and pottery vessels, dark sand

limestone fragments — ash
(fine)
yellow sand — fragments
of pottery vessels
dark sand — bones
grey sand — charcoal

mud

Fig. 4 b List of symbols used in the drawings of the profiles nos. 1-20.

contained remains of animal bones, fragments of beer
jugs, and bowls of earthenware dating from the 5th
Dynasty, mummy wrappings and fragments of a reed
mat. At the bottom of the pit, wrapped in a rotten
reed mat, was the burial of a child. The body was laid
with the head to the west 7.

The pit, probably containing canopic jars
originally, made it possible to have a closer view of
the foundation of the burial chamber. The foundation

17

was about 80 cm thick and consisted of two layers of
limestone blocks. The upper layer, the floor of the
chamber, was of fine white limestone, whereas the
lower one was of coarse greyish limestone of local
provenance. Surprisingly, neither the sarcophagus
nor any remains of the burial (except for the

7 Judging by the archaeological context, the burial of the child
very probably dates from the late New Kingdom.
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above-mentioned fragments of mummy wrappings
found with the child) were found in the chamber.
Nevertheless, a small corner fragment of a red granite
sarcophagus was discovered in the debris above the
chamber.

Like the burial chamber, the descending corridor
giving access into the interior of the pyramid was
almost completely destroyed. What has remained of
the corridor to date is an open trench running (with
a slight deviation to the east) along the north-south
axis of the pyramid. The trench was filled with bigger
fragments of limestone and red granite, and with grey
sand. Needless to add, the ceiling of the corridor is
completely missing. Only some badly damaged
portions of the side walls and the floor of the corridor
remained in position. About 1.5-2.0 m before the
burial chamber a concentration of large fragments of
red granite indicated the place where originally a
portcullis had been built. The masonry in this place
had been destroyed to a greater depth than in the
preceding portion of the sloping corridor. Moreover,
two large broken blocks of the portcullis are still

visible near their original position. One is in the

eastern wall of the corridor. The other, pushed there
by stone robbers no doubt, lies in the entrance to the
burial chamber.

The pyramid casing does not remain in situ in any
of the unearthed portions of the pyramid’s sides
(complete excavation was done on the eastern side
and portions of the western and northern sides).
However, on the eastern side, near the north-ecast and
south-east corner of the pyramid some backing stones
are still in position.

CONCLUSIONS

1. The pyramid belonged to the Queen Khentkaus.
The graffiti discovered on the blocks of the pyramid,
however, attest an alteration to the Queen’s original
title. In a short mason’s inscription (no. 13, see p. 47)
on a foundation block near the north-east corner of
the pyramid, the original title hmt nswt had been
replaced during the construction of the pyramid, by
the title of mwt nswr 8.

2. A graffito ? found on a block in the pyramid’s
core, above the western end of the ceiling of the
sarcophagus chamber, possibly contains some
important chronological information. Apparently,
the graffito was written upside down on a vertical face
of the block which had been already placed in position
(the red paint dripping down from the inscription
indicates that the scribe lay on his belly, undoubtedly
bent over the edge of the open pit in which the
sarcophagus chamber was intended to be built). The
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Fig. 8 a Profile no. 3

grey sand, limestone fragments (fine)

yellow sand

grey sand, limestone fragments (fine and medium
coarse)

grey sand, limestone fragments (fine)

grey sand, fragments of OK pottery vessels, fragments
of limestone blocks

grey sand, limestone fragments (fine)

ash, charcoal

floor of beaten clay

lower limit of the relief decoration on the wall

W

D 0~ N

inscription can be read as follows: Rnpt-sp 5, 3bd 4
3ht, sw 14 (?) "year S (i.e. the Sth biennial census of
cattle), 4th month of inundation season, day 14 (?)"
10, The 5th biennial census corresponds with the 10th
regnal year and, theoretically, two kings can be taken
into consideration in connection with this date,
Neferirkare or Nyuserre. In the reign of Neferirkare
the construction of the pyramid of Khentkaus was
certainly begun. If the graffito relates to the reign of
Neferirkare it would represent the highest regnal date
for this King known so far. If this assumption is
correct, does it represent a control inscription
pertaining to the termination of one building stage of
the monument? Or, does it represent a date for the

8 See below p. 47, graffito no. 13.

9 See below p. 43, graffito no. 2.

10 The graffito has been already published in the preliminary
report for the 1978/1979 season, see Verner, in: ZAS 107, 1980,
159 and fig. 3.

11 The lengthy interval between Nyuserre’s accession, up until
the resumption of building works on Khentkaus’ pyramid, could
have been determined by the King’s efforts to consolidate his
position as the head of the Egyptian state. In addition to his
consolidation problems, the King was confronted with his
obligation to complete three unfinished pyramid complexes for his
closest relatives, i.e. his father, mother and elder brother.
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Fig. 8 b Profile no. 15

1 yellow sand, limestone fragments (coarse)

grey sand, limestone fragments (fine)

limestone fragments (coarse and medium coarse)
yellow sand

limestone fragments (medium coarse and fine),
fragments of OK pottery vessels, fragments

of mudbricks

2
3
4
5

temporary interruption of the building works in the
pyramid, perhaps, in connection with the King’s death
for example? However, the inscription could equally
well have been written in the reign of Nyuserre, and
could have been linked with the resumption of work
on the pyramid .11 Should the second assumption be
correct, then the date would relate to the reign of
Nyuserre, and the inscription would have been
indirectly linked with the above-mentioned alteration
of the tomb owner’s title from hmit nswt to mwt nswt,
since Nyuserre was the son of Neferirkare and
Khentkaus.12

3. The pyramid was possibly opened and robbed
at some stage between the end of the reign of Pepi II
and the beginning of the 12th Dynasty, i.e. during the
collapse of the centralized Egyptian state with its
capital in Memphis. 13

4, Later, very probably during the Middle
Kingdom, the plundered sarcophagus chamber of the
Queen was used again. In a pit in the floor — probably
planned originally for the canopic jars of the Queen
— the burial of a small child had been laid out. It cannot
be excluded that still before the burial of the child the
chamber had been inhabited for a short time.
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6 yellow sand, limestone fragments (coarse)
7 dark sand with clay
8 yellow sand, fragments of OK pottery vessels,
fragments of limestone (fine), fragments of bones
9 floor of beaten clay
10 limestone masonry

5. It appears that the majority of the destruction
of the pyramid came at the end of the New Kingdom
14 Stones of higher quality, especially fine white
(Turah) limestone and red granite blocks were
extracted and taken away at that time.

12 There is no direct evidence for this relationship. However, the
indirect evidence (e.g. the position of Nyuserre’s pyramid complex
in the Abusir necropolis; the archaeologically confirmed
completion carried out by Nyuserre of pyramid complexes of
Neferirkare, Khentkaus and Raneferef; the scene on the fragment
of a relief excav. no. 200/A/78 [see below p. 65]), makes such an
assumption very plausible.

13 This assumption is based on a find, unfortunately unstratified,
of a hemispherical cup (excav. no. 339/A/78), a type of pottery
dated to the early Middle Kingdom. It is also indirectly supported
by numerous pieces of archaeological evidence relating to the
revival of cults in other royal mortuary temples at Abusir in that
period, see e.g. L. Bare§, in ZAS 112, 1985, 87-94. The
as-yet-unpublished archaeological finds (sealings, pottery, etc.)
from the current excavations in pyramid Lepsius no. XX1IV (a small
pyramid complex, possibly belonging to one of Nyuserre’s wives),
also attest to the short revival of the cult within the monument at
the beginning of the Middle Kingdom.

14 It appears that the upper portion of the pyramid (as low as
the level of the ceiling of the sarcophagus chamber) had been
totally dismantled and removed by that time. The beginnings of
the destruction of Nyuserre’s pyramid complex were also dated by
Borchardit (Neuserre, 160 f.) to the New Kingdom.
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Fig. 9 Profile no. 2

1 grey sand with fragments of limestone blocks from the
core of the pyramid

2 grey sand, limestone fragments (small), fragments of
pottery vessels

3 grey sand, limestone fragments (fine and middle)

4 yellow sand, limestone fragments (fine)

5 limestone fragments (fine and medium fine)

6 grey sand, limestone and red granite fragments (fine

6. A second major wave of the destruction of the
pyramid came during the Coptic Period 13, Blocks
extracted from the core of the pyramid then were cut
into smaller pieces, in order to facilitate the
transportation of the stones from the site.

1.2. The Pyramid Temple

Prior to the excavations, a shallow, rectangular and
east-west oriented depression was noted in the
eastern portion of the structure. Long dumps of
debris marked the depression in the north, east and
south (the southern dump was doubled, ie. it
consisted of two parallel, east-west heaps). On the
surface of the dumps weathered fragments of
limestone and red granite, and sherds of pottery of
Old Kingdom type appeared. However, within the
depression itself, fine drift sand prevailed.

THE CENTRAL AND NORTH-WESTERN
SECTOR

The exploration of the area (see fig. 3a) of the
anticipated pyramid temple started from the
south-eastern corner of the pyramid and at first
proceeded with a 5 m broad trench (fig. 8a, b)
excavated along the eastern side of the monument.
As a result of destruction activities that had taken
place near the south-east and north-east corners of
the pyramid, both complete and broken blocks from
the core and also the casing of the monument had
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and medium), fragments of limestone blocks of the
destroyed mortuary temple
7 grey sand, limestone fragments (fine and medium)
8 ceiling block
9 burial exc.no. 77/A/78
10 limestone block with remains of reliefs (exc.no.
3/A/78)
11 large fragment of red granite
12 limestone pillar in situ

accumulated. These blocks rested on a layer of sand,
small fragments of limestone and, above all, other
limestone blocks bearing hieroglyphic inscriptions
and scenes in low relief. The latter had obviously
come from the pyramid temple. Some minor portions
of the badly destroyed masonry of the temple
remained in situ, especially those which directly
abutted on the pyramid. These had been protected by
the debris that had been thrown out from the inside
of the pyramid (fig. 9).

Among the loose blocks of the lowermost layer,
just in front of the central portion of the eastern side
of the pyramid, were four huge ceiling slabs of
limestone. As shown by low projections on both ends
of the slabs, the room for which the slabs had
provided a roof was 310 cm wide.

Under the largest of the ceiling slabs was found an
intrusive burial 16 dating from the New Kingdom. The
burial is of a great chronological significance since it
helps us to date more precisely the destruction of the
temple.

Another ceiling slab, found leaning against the
south-eastern corner of the pyramid, originally roofed
a staircase 17. A cut in the slab clearly indicated both
the width and the inclination of the staircase which

15 The devastation of the monuments in the necropolis of Abusir
in the Coptic Period is supported by the archaeology in the pyramid
complex of Raneferef (as yet unpublished), and in the mortuary
temple of Sahure. See Borchardt, Sahure 1, 7, 106f. and 139.

16 Excav. no. 77/A/78. See fig. 9.

17 The staircase led to the roof terrace, see below p. 147.
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apparently once had led from a room in the
south-western corner of the temple onto the temple’s
terraced roof.

In the scenes represented on the blocks scattered
in the westernmost portion of the pyramid temple
were representations of the bringing of offerings, the
funerary repast of the Queen, and episodes connected
with the offering ritual, etc.!® Very probably, the
scenes had once decorated the walls of the offering
hall. Fragments of a red granite false door 1%, once
undoubtedly set in the western wall of the offering
hall, were also found. Inscriptions in sunk-relief on
the fragments of the false door contained, — amongst
other titles of the Queen — the unique and still
enigmatic title, mwt nswt bity nswt bity (fig. 10). The
same title was later discovered in other parts of the
pyramid temple. The unexpected find of this title here
immediately posed a question about the relationship
between the owner of the small pyramid complex
being explored at Abusir, and the famous Khentkaus
1, owner of the so-called Fourth Pyramid in Giza (LG
100). Khentkaus I was supposed to be, until the
discovery made in Abusir, the only bearer of an
unique title.

iy

Fig. 10 Potsherd with a partly preserved black
inscription with the title of mwt nswt bity nswt bity.

Among other finds of special chronological
importance from the westernmost portion of the
temple, was a fragment of a small blue-glazed faience
tablet bearing a cartouche with the name of
Neferkare, i.e. Pepi II (pl. 3, fig. 11). The tablet thus
indicated that the cult in the temple probably lasted
until the end of the 6th Dynasty20.

As already mentioned above, around the
south-eastern corner of the temple, the blocks and
fragments of blocks of the masonry of the monument
had accumulated.?! The thickness and the orientation
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of this accumulation clearly attested to both the
intensity of the quarrying of stone in the pyramid, and
to the usual pathway taken to the Nile Valley by the
quarrymen. Here the layer of debris rested on a thick
bed of clean sand. Apparently, the destruction of the
pyramid complex was preceeded by a long period
during which the monument had been abandoned and
falien into disuse.

Yet another archaeological fact merited our
attention: from the drift sand two parallel massive
enclosures walls running in east-west direction started
to emerge. The inner wall, obviously unfinished and
partly dismantled, was of limestone, whereas the
outer one was of mudbrick and preserved to the
height of about 2 m. The surprising discovery
indicated, among other things, that the pyramid
complex had been enlarged at least once. The first
building stage appeared to have been of limestone,
the second one of mudbrick.

The archaeological situation around the
north-eastern corner of the pyramid differed basically
from that near the south-eastern corner. Here also
limestone blocks and fragments of blocks from the
masonry of the pyramid had accumulated, but not in
such a number as those near the south-eastern corner
of the pyramid. Nevertheless, near the north-eastern
corner of the pyramid some very important
discoveries pertaining to the architecture of the
monument were made: several corner blocks of the
fine, white limestone pyramid casing and, most
important of all, a corner fragment, with a portion of
a base, of a black granite pyramidion 22 (pl. 3, fig. 12).
The latter should be ranked among earliest finds of
pyramidia. About 5 m east of the north-eastern
corner of the pyramid the accumulation of blocks, and
fragments of blocks, was replaced by a massive,
east-west heap of debris in which thin layers of small
limestone chips alternated with greyish sand.
Chronologically very important was the discovery of
a pair of burials in anthropoid wooden coffins (pl. 3,
fig. 13 a, b). These were discovered about five metres
east of the north-eastern corner of the pyramid. The

18 See below pp. 68-69, fig. 63.
19 See below pp. 58-59.

20 For the possible revival of the cult in the temple, see above
n. 13.

21 See fig. 9.

22 For the earlier publication of the fragment of the pyramidion
in a preliminary report for the season of 1978/1979, see Verner, in:
ZAS 107, 1980, 159 and fig. 2. See also the text below, p. 135.
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Fig. 14 Profile no. 4.

1 grey sand, limestone fragments (fine)

2 grey sand, limestone fragments (medium
and fine particles)

3 grey sand, limestone fragments (fine)

4 left: stone robbers’ shelter, right: yellow sand
limestone fragments (coarse and fine fragments)

coffins, securely dated to the late 19th Dynasty?3,
were laid in oval pits cut in the original floor of a
courtyard of beaten limestone chips, sand and mud.
(To the north of the pyramid there was found no
enclosure wall, and- a large courtyard, which
apparently separated the monument of Khentkaus
from the pyramid of Neferirkare, was not paved with
stone.) The burials clearly prove that the pyramid
complex of Khentkaus had already fallen into disuse
before the Ramesside Period, when it had become a
secondary burial ground for common people from the
nearby Valley of the Nile.

It has already been mentioned above that the
central sector of the pyramid temple prior to
excavation contained a shallow depression filled with
drift sand (fig. 14). Approximately in the centre of the
depression, only several centimetres under the
surface, the eroded top of a limestone pillar was
unearthed soon after the excavations in this area
began. The pillar, found in situ and preserved to the
height of 185 c¢cm, was painted red. Its eastern face
bore a hieroglyphic inscription in sunken relief with
remains of the titulary and name of Queen
Khentkaus. Surprisingly, the name of Khentkaus was
followed by a representation of the Queen seated on
a throne and wearing an uraeus on her forehead 24,

The discovery of the pillar in situ corroborated
an assumption that the central portion of the temple
was formed by an open pillared courtyard. The
assumption was soon confirmed by the discovery of
another pillar lying next to the standing one. This
recumbent pillar also bore remains of the titulary and
name of Queen Khentkaus in sunken relief. 2° This

5 fragments of limestone (coarse)
6 yellow sand
7 yellow sand, fragments of OK pottery vessels,
limestone fragments (fine)
8 temple’s foundation platform of limestone blocks
9 pillar in situ
10 limestone masonry

time, the forehead of the Queen’s seated figure was
not adorned by an uraeus, but by a vulture diadem.

Further excavation showed that the only entrance
to the pillared courtyard was represented by a small
portico (P 1) in the south-eastern corner of the
courtyard. Originally, the roof of this portico was
supported by a pair of limestone pillars, the lower
portions of which still remained in position. As in the
courtyard, the pillars in the portico were also painted
red and their eastern face originally bore a column of
inscription in sunk relief with the titulary and name
of Queen Khentkaus. Of this inscription only a
portion of the name of Khentkaus remains to date.
On the pillars in the portico, however, the name of
Khentkaus is followed by a representation of the
Queen seated on the throne and wearing a vulture
diadem on her head.

The excavations in the central sector of the
pyramid temple brought other important
archaeological finds to light. Under a thick layer (c.
1-1.5 m) of fine sand drift an irregular structure of
low walls (built of fragments of stones and mudbricks)
was disclosed (pl. 4, fig. 15a, b). The fragments were
not joined by means of mortar or mud. The rough

23 Coffins excav. nos. 162/A/78 and 163/A/78. For analogical
types of coffins, see e.g. Borchardt, Neferirkare, 74 f.; Schmidt,
Album 11, 128, fig. 660 (no. 659). See also Bare§, Abusir Necropolis,
66.

24 See below, p. 55.

25 See below, p. 56.
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Fig. 15b Shelters built by stone robbers
in the ruins of the mortuary temple (plan).

Fig. 19 Fragments of stucco decorated with Coptic
motives painted in red.

structure, built apparently in the ruins of the temple,
occupied the entire area of the former pillared
courtyard and consisted of small rooms, or cells that
have obviously been used as a dwelling place.
Fragments of Coptic pottery (pl. 4, fig. 16) and some
epigraphic finds26 date the structure to the 6th
century AD (figs. 17-19, pls. 4, 5). A copper coin
dating from the Roman Period (Valentinianus I)
discovered in the area of the pillared courtyard,
probably represents an isolated find which has no
major chronological meaning.

Of great importance, however, was the discovery
of fragments of papyri, inscribed with Old Hieratic
texts, in one of the cells; this cell adjoined the former

26 Among the documents written in Coptic, and found in the
Khentkaus’ mortuary temple is a fragment of an inscribed
limestone slab (excav. no. 229/A/78) preliminarily dated to the
Sth=7th century, see Oerter, in: Enchoria 10, 1980, 185-7. See also
pl. 5, fig. 18.
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pillared portico. The fragments of papyri, about 200
in number and of small size, were scattered in a layer
of yellowish drift sand (fig. 20). Later examination of
the fragments by Paule Posener-Kriéger 27 showed
that the papyri originally came from part of an archive
belonging to the pyramid complex of Queen
Khentkaus. With the papyri was found a fragment of
a wooden lid, together with a little knob. This lid had
once belonged to a small box. On the fragment of the
lid was glued (by means of a thin layer of stucco) a
piece of linen, painted white and yellow, bearing an
embossed striding figure of a king (fig. 21). It is
possible that the papyri had been kept originally in
the box.

The dwelling cells, which were reused in the Coptic
Period, rested on a ¢. 1 m thick layer of sand mixed
with small limestone chips. The limestone pavement
of the courtyard beneath the above-mentioned layer
of sand, however, had been removed at an earlier
date. It means that the destruction of the pillared
courtyard (and of the entire pyramid temple) must
have started much earlier than in Coptic Period —
probably, like the pyramid, in late New Kingdom.

THE NORTH-EASTERN SECTOR

In the Coptic Period 28 the destruction of the
monument continued (see fig. 3). To the east of the
courtyard, the archaeological situation changed in a
way that was different from both the pillared
courtyard and the westernmost, or "intimate" portion
of the temple. In contrast to the western and central
portion of the pyramid temple with its remains of
limestone masonry and sand, the debris covering the
north-east sector of the temple contained decayed
mudbrick and sand. In this sector, under a c. 50-60
cm thick surface layer of greyish sand — which
contained scattered fragments of limestone — a
massive layer of eroded mudbrick masonry appeared
(fig. 22). The mudbrick layer reached in some places
a thickness of more than 100 cm, especially where it
was close to a massive, 1,5 m thick enclosure wall of
mudbrick belonging to the eastern half of the temple.
(A portion of the same wall was unearthed near the
south-east corner of the pyramid). The structure of
the layer (consisting of a sequence of several thinner
strata of destroyed mudbrick, microstrata of drift
sand and traces of rainwater splashes) indicates a
gradual decay in the mudbrick masonry of temple
caused by natural erosion.

Surprisingly, the above-mentioned massive
mudbrick enclosure wall did not continue to the west
parallel with the northern side of the mortuary

Fig. 20 Profile no. 5.

1 yellow sand

2 yellow sand, limestone fragments (fine)
3 dark sand, limestone fragments (fine)
4 fragments of papyri, yellow sand

5 limestone fragments (coarse)
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Fig. 21 A little wooden knob, and the fragment of a lid of a
wooden box showing the striding figure of a king. Both
objects, found together with the fragments of papyri, may
have made part of a small box in which the papyri were kept.

temple: it made a right angle turn to the north where,
after a few metres, it met the southern wing of the
enclosure wall of Neferirkare’s pyramid complex (see
fig. 3a). The north-east portion of the enclosure wall
of Khentkaus’ pyramid complex was badly eroded, but

27 See below Chapter V.

28 The Coptic community in the Abusir necropolis settled in the
ruins of the mortuary temples of Sahure and Khentkaus. It appears
that this community was in close contact with the Jeremias
monastery in North Saqqara, the floruit of which dates from the
late Roman Period until the 8th century. For the Jeremias
monastery, see e.g. Quibell, Excavations at Sagqara (1906-1907),
64-69 and pls. 40-64; id. Excavations at Saqqara (1907-1908), 1-19
and 27-77, and pls. 1-51.
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Fig. 22 Profile no. 6.

1 grey sand, limestone fragments (medium fine),
fragments of OK pottery vessels

2 grey sand, limestone fragments (medium fine, fine)

3 yellow sand, limestone fragments (fine)

4 mudbrick destruction

5 ash with charcoal

6 mudbrick destruction, ash, fragments of OK pottery
vessels, fragments of animal bones

7 floor of beaten clay mixed with fragments of limestone

and potsherds

8 fine mudbrick destruction, ash, charcoal, fragments of
OK pottery vessels, fragments of animal bones

9 clay with the remains of a reed mat

remained preserved to the height between 0.20to 1.20
m. In the Late Period intrusive burials were made
either close to the wall, or in oval pits cut directly in
the wall. In the Coptic and Arabic Periods, most of
these intrusive burials were later damaged by
sabbakh-diggers. Last but not least, the enclosure
walls of Khentkaus’ and Neferirkare’s pyramid
complexes showed that the courtyards around both
monuments were connected, and that easy
communication between both mortuary temples was
possible.

In the central and western portions of the temple
layers of limestone blocks and fragments of limestone
and sand were prevalent. In contrast to this, in the
north-east sector of the temple there was a thick
surface layer (c. 50-70 cm) of grey sand and eroded
limestone splinters, under which lay a massive layer
of decayed mudbrick (fig. 25). The depth of this layer
of mudbrick fluctuated, in some places reaching a
thickness of 1.5 m. Further excavation revealed that
the decayed mudbrick came from the eroded upper
portions of walls belonging to several small,
rectangular rooms which filled the north-eastern
sector of the temple. A major portion of this brick
layer, however, came from the main enclosure wall of
the temple. The sharp differentiation between these
two sectors signalled two significant features: the first
was that two different materials had been used in the

10 floor of beaten clay mixed with fine fragments of
limestone

11 yellow sand

12 grey sand, fine demolished mudbrick

13 ash

14 pottery container filled with fragments of mudbrick

15 clay, fragments of gypsum, charcoal

16 clay, fragments of OK pottery vessels, fragments of
mudbrick, fragments of limestone (fine)

17 floor of beaten clay

18 foundation platform of limestone fragments (fine)
mixed with clay

19 beer jugs

20 storage jar

construction of the temple namely, stone and
mudbrick; and the second was the fact that at least
two clear building stages could be discerned.

The fact that the mudbrick enclosure wall (MEW,
see fig. 3b) was pushed further north than the remains
of the original, northern limestone wall (LEW) of the
inner temple wall indicates that an extension to the
original temple complex had been made at one time.

The decayed mudbrick layer which covered the
whole north-eastern sector was homogenous. It was
very compact near the mudbrick enclosure wall, and
its structure reflected the gradual, but lengthy erosion
of this wall. The state of this compacted, decayed
mudbrick composition could also be linked to the fact
that the enclosure wall had been removed almost to
ground level by the activities of the sabbakh-diggers.

Where the enclosure wall (MEW) forms a right
angle before it continues towards the enclosure wall
of Neferirkare’s complex, fragments of a large,
decorated storage jar were found at the bottom of the
surface layer. The jar (fig. 16) was decorated with
birds and geometric motifs, and could be dated to the

“Coptic period (c. 7th century AD) 2, This find seems

to give a date to the depredations of the sabbakhin.

29 See above n. 12.
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Fig. 23 Remains of the floor around the potter’s workshop.

Whereas the area near the enclosure wall of the
temple was marked by compacted, decayed mudbrick,
the decayed mudbrick layer of the inner part of the
temple was not compacted at all. Instead, it showed
clear signs of stratification, reflecting the gradual
erosion and collapse that took place over time in
regard to the inner walls of the rooms occupying the
north-east sector. In addition to this, each stratum
reveals clear signs of weathering on its upper surface,
which means that some time had elapsed between the
date of each of these minor deposits (fig. 22).

The excavation revealed that the north enclosure
wall (MEW) of Khentkaus’ temple takes a
right-angled turn before it continues to the north,
where it joins an even larger mudbrick enclosure wall
surrounding the complex of Neferirkare. Adjacent to
the right-angled corner formed by the wall (MEW),
remains of a corridor were unearthed (fig. 24). These
were the remains of a mudbrick side wall and a floor
of beaten clay. On the floor were potsherds and
fragments of mudbrick. The level of this floor lies
about 25 cms above the level of the denuded
surrounding area (fig. 23).

Adjacent to the southern face of the wall (MEW)
was discovered a rectangular (3 x 1.5 m) shallow
depression. It had an east-westerly orientation. The
shape of this depression, and the character of the
surrounding area suggest that a light fence — perhaps
made of palm ribs, or similar material — may have
once enclosed this area (see fig. 23).

On the southern face of the enclosure wall (MEW,
see fig. 3b), and inside this shallow depression were
the remains of two short walls (a and b), which were
set against wall (MBW). Wall (a) was 85 cm high, and
wall (b) measured 56 cm. Just above the higher wall
a slot 20 cm deep had been cut into wall (MBW). The
slot runs the distance between walls (a) and (b) (pl.
5, tig. 26). It seems very likely that a slab of either
wood or stone material would have been inserted into
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this slot to form a table or workbench which then
rested upon walls (a) and (b). On the top of wall (a)
was found a terracotta potter’s wheel (pl. 5, fig. 27a,
b). It had been broken into several pieces, but had
also been repaired in antiquity. This had been done
by drilling small holes near the broken edge of the
wheel so that string could be used to rejoin the several
pieces. From these finds it can be concluded that in
this area of the temple had once been a potter’s
workshop.

In Room NE-1 (see fig. 3 b), to the east of the
potter’s workshop,. a huge, barrel-shaped storage jar
(pl. 6, fig. 28) was found lying on the floor, its mouth
facing an irregular opening in the western wall of the
room. This aperture appears to have once been a
doorway that had been partially walled up at a later
stage. The storage jar was filled with fragments of
mudbrick and pieces of dark clay. Above the storage
jar, and under a thin ashy layer was laid a horizontal
row of earthenware beer jugs. In the floor of the room
was a circular pit, some 30 cms in diameter.
Undoubtedly it had once contained a jar filled with
water.

To the east again, in Room NE-2 (see fig. 3b),
another important discovery relating to the history of
the building was made. In its south-west corner a
circular limestone base was found. Originally, it had
supported the rounded (palmiform) shaft of a
wooden column. The column belonged to the earlier
building phase of the temple. It had once supported
the roof of a large room. Over the base of the column
was later superimposed a wall, dividing the former
columned room into three smaller compartments
(Rooms NE-2-4). The entrance to Room NE-3,
where it provided access from the sourh, was at a later
period walled up.

The neighbouring room NE-3 (see fig. 3b) had in
its south-eastern corner a small trapezoidal basin
made of mudbrick. The basin contained ashes and
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Fig. 24 Profile no. 18.

1 grey sand, fragments of pottery vessels, limestone
fragments (fine)

2 grey sand, limestone fragments (fine)

3 mudbrick destruction (fine)

4 limestone fragments (fine)

5 limestone fragments (middle and coarse)

6 floor of beaten clay

7 limestone fragments (fine)

8 limestone fragments (medium fine)

Fig. 25 Profile no. 17.

1 grey sand, limestone fragments (fine), fragments of
pottery vessels

2 grey sand, limestone fragments (medium fine)

3 mudbrick destruction

4 grey sand, ash, charcoal, fragments of pottery vessels,
limestone fragments (fine)

5 grey sand, clay, limestone fragments (fine), fragments
of pottery vessels

fragments of charcoal. At some time Room NE-8
could have been entered either from the west, or the
north, or the east. Later on, however, the northern
and eastern accesses to rooms NE-2 and NE-4 were
closed.

Room NE-2 originally functioned as a vestibule
but, after the closure of the doorway, the room took
on a domestic function. From the architectural
evidence it became obvious that this corner of the
north-eastern sector of the temple had been subjected
to a gradual reduction of its inhabited room space,
until eventually only room NE-3 was occupied.

.....

Fig. 27b Reconstruction of the potter’s wheel.

The most numerous finds of archaeological
artefacts in the whole pyramid complex of Khentkaus
were undoubtedly made in a small room NE-4 (see
fig. 3 b) in the north-east corner of the temple. The
mudbrick enclosure wall of the temple in this place
reached a height of about 75 cm. The fact was that
the room and its contents had thus been protected on
both its northern and eastern sides by the enclosure
wall, and the collapsed upper parts of the wall had
fallen into the room and acted as a cover, sealing off
much of the original equipment left in the room.
Thanks to those particular circumstances we found in
a stratum of ashes, rubbish and charcoal that rested
on the floor the following items: numerous miniature
symbolic limestone vessels 3¢ (pl. 6, fig. 29), flint

30 In the set of symbolic miniature limestone vessels are
represented a variety of types of vine, oil and beer jars, food-bowls
and dishes, etc. The same variety of types is represented by
symbolic miniature pottery vessels. For this category of objects,
their typology and function in the cult, see S. Hassan, Giza VI, Pt.
2, 30 f;, Reisner, Mycerinus, 175-8 (fig. 44), 184 (fig. 52), 199, etc ;
Junker, Giza I, 108 ff., 126-9, etc.
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knives 31 (pl. 6, fig. 30), shells, straw brushes 32 (pl. 7,
fig. 31), fragments of clay sealings 33, stone weights 34
(pl. 7, fig. 32), and a limestone tablet with the names
of the seven sacred oils 3° (fig. 33) etc. Directly in
contact with the clay floor of the room was a reed mat
still in situ. Apparently, the room had been repeatedly
rebuilt, and its space gradually reduced. Three
fireplaces — one in the south-east, one in the
north-east, and the last near the western entrance —
complete the picture of the degradation of the
original state and meaning of the room, and of the
conversion of its original function as a magazine into
a dwelling (pl. 7, fig. 34). Finally, the only entrance
giving access to the room from the west was walled
up.

Both around the north-east wing the mudbrick
enclosure wall (MEW) of the temple, and eventually,
directly into it, several secondary burials dating from
the late New Kingdom and Late Period had been
made. The burials clearly had sought the protection
offered by the massive enclosure wall of the temple.
The dead buried here had mostly been laid in
primitive anthropoid coffins. Those of the burials
which were in the region of the right-angled corner
of the wall (MEW) had suffered the most from the
activities of the sabbakh-diggers. Regardless of the
fact that the burials had been cut deep into the wall,
they had not gained the security their makers had
sought, for the sabbakh-diggers had exposed the
coffins, and the owners’ bones had been broadcast.

As already mentioned above, the wall (MEW)
does not continue west towards the pyramid, but takes
a rightangled turn and joins the enclosure wall of
Neferirkare’s complex. The area where both
enclosure walls meet was excavated in a later season,
during 1985/1986. To the cast of the wall junction
remains of a large gate were found. The gate was 3
m broad, and its threshold was made of three large,
roughly-dressed limestone blocks. Mudbrick masonry
of the enclosure wall on both sides of the gate had
been almost completely destroyed by the
sabbakh-diggers, and the wall remained only to a
height of several centimetres above the level of the
threshold. On both the threshold and the extant
mudbrick enclosure wall rested a layer some 20 cm
thick. It consisted of grey sand mixed with ashes, small
limestone chips and potsherds dating from the 5th
Dynasty (fig. 35). On this layer another surface layer
of sand and limestone fragments rested. 3¢ The
surface of the desert above the South Gate and the
top of the mound above wall (MEW) was about 2 m
in difference.

The excavation activities in the 1980/1981 season
moved towards the south, in the area lying along the
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Fig. 33 Limestone tablet with the names of the seven sacred
oils.

east-west axis of the pyramid complex of Khentkaus.
The nature of the debris in this area was again
different. Massive layers of decayed mudbrick - so
characteristic of the north-castern sector - were now
replaced by a deposit about 2 m thick of sand mixed
with fragments of limestone blocks (fig. 36). Under
this deposit the main entrance (P 2) to the temple was

31 Some flint knives and other stone implements found recently
at Abusir were published by Svoboda and Vachala, in: ZAS 116,
1989, 174-181. For the opinion that many of the flint implements
found in the Old Kingdom tombs were mere models which were
never in practical use, see Reisner, Mycerinus, 230 f.

32 The brushes are likely to have been used in the ceremony of
int rd, an episode of the funerary offering ritual. See below p. 70.

33 The fragments of sealings date from the reigns of Nyuserre
and Menkauhor. Can we conclude from these dates that the room
fell into disuse shortly after the reign of Menkauhor? Or, could it
be related to the time of Djedkare’s reorganization of mortuary
cults at the necropolis of Abusir ? Concerning this reorganization,
see Posener-Kriéger, Archives de Néferirkare 11, 483 ff.

34  We had hoped to determine the precise weight of the two
stones (excav. nos. 315/A/78 and 119/A/80) at the end of the
respective seasons of 1978 and 1980, after the division of finds
between us and the Egyptian Museum. Unfortunately, all attempts
to retrieve the weights in the magazines of the Egyptian Museum
have so far failed. For analogical cuboid-shaped stone weights
dating from the Old Kingdom, see e.g. Petrie, Ancient Weights and
Measures, 5; Hayes, The Scepter of Egypt 1, T11. and fig. 47. For dbn
as the standard Old Kingdom weight unit, see Moussa,
Altenmiiller, Nianchchnum und Chnumhotep, 83; Altenmiiller, in:
SAK 18, 1991, 46 f. See also Helck, in: LA III, 1202 s.v. MaBe und
Gewichte: D. Gewichte.

35 The limestone tablet of seven offering oils (excav. no.
297/A/78) has the dimensions 14.3 x 7.6 x 1.6 cm. It has been
already published by Vachala, in: Z4S 108, 1981, 64 f. and fig. 5.
The dating of the tablet to the Dyn. 5 (temp. Nyuserre) — Dyn. 6,
suggested by Vachala, can be defined more precisely, as Dyn. 5,
time of Nyuserre or Menkauhor. Another complete but
uninscribed limestone tablet (excav.no. 188/A/78) was found in the
magazine (M 5) in the south-east corner of the Khentkaus’ s
temple. This tablet, dating to the time of Nyuserre — Unas, has
been already published by Vachala, in: ZAS 109, 1982, 171 and fig.
1. For further information on the offering of seven oils and the
ritual of "spreading the sacred oil", see Lapp, Opferformel, 170.
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Fig. 35 Profile no. 16.

1 grey sand, limestone and red granite and quartzite
fragments (fine), fragments of pottery vessels

2 grey sand, ash, fragments of pottery vessels, limestone
fragments (fine)

w
XK
1
2
0 1m
—————
L
|

3 pgrey sand, charcoal, fragments of pottery vessels,
sporadic limestone fragments (fine)

4 grey sand, limestone fragments (fine)

5 secondary burial pit

S Fig. 36 Profile no. 8.

1 yellow sand, limestone
and red granite fragments
(fine), fragments of OK
pottery vessels

2 deposit of limestone
fragments (fine)

3 yellow sand

4 dark sand, clay, ash,
charcoal, fragments of
animal bones, fragments
of OK pottery vessels

5 limestone bases of pillars

disclosed. The entrance had originally been adorned
with limestone pillars of which only impressions of
their rectangular limestone bases remained.

36 It seems that the gate cannot be identified with the so-called
South-west Gate mentioned in the papyrus archive from the
funerary temple of Neferirkare. Posener-Kriéger (Archives de
Néferirkare 11, 430, 506, 509 and 540) identified with the
"South-west Gate” a doorway in the western wall of Neferirkare’s
temple, near the King’s pyramid. This doorway gave access to both
the courtyard around the King’s pyramid and to the mortuary
temple of Khentkaus. Neferirkare’s "South Gate", unearthed
during excavations carried out in the north-west sector of the
mortuary temple of Khentkaus, was situated about 30 m to the
south of the so-called "South-west Gate" and connected the King’s
pyramid complex with the southern and south-eastern sector of
the necropolis.

The pillared portico (P 2), which had been
embedded within the east wing of the enclosure wall,
had been repeatedly protected by small mudbrick
walls in the past. At first, the portico (P 2) was almost
closed off by two small walls abutting on the east face
of the entrance pillars. Perhaps this offered little
protection for the entrance, so an additional entrance
(AE) to the pillared portico was built. The later
entrance was closed by a two-leaved wooden door.

The pillared portico (P 1) offered access to an
entrance vestibule (room NE-5). The approach
through the vestibule was designed en chican (fig. 37),
in order to bridge over the axial difference between
the new portico P 2 (built exactly on an east-west axis
of the temple) and the original one (P 1) of the stone
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Fig. 37 Profile no. 7.

| grey sand, lifiestone fragments (coarse)

2 grey sand, deposits of limestone fragments (fine)

3 yellow sand

4 dark sand, fragments of pottery vessels, decayed wood,
mudbrick destruction (fine)

clay with dark sand

mudbrick destruction (coarse)

clay, fragments of OK pottery vessels, ash, charcoal
mudbrick destruction (fine), fragments of OK pottery
vessels

W~ W

temple which was thrust more to the south of that
axis.

There were four additional exits to this vestibule.
One of these was immediately to the south of the
principal entrance to the vestibule. This offered
access to a small room (NE-6) which contained a
small limestone libation basin (pl. 8, fig. 38) and a
massive bench made of mudbrick. In this room the
obligatory purification 37 was carried out prior to
one’s entering the temple.

The second exit was in the north-west corner of
the vestibule. Originally, it had led to the columned
room previously mentioned.

The third exit from the vestibule led to a complex
of five magazines (M 1-5) which occupied the
south-east sector of the temple.

The final exit was in the western wall of the
vestibule and gave access to the limestone portion of
the temple. This western exit had been made through
the eastern wing of the original limestone enclosure
wall of the pyramid complex. This wing was almost
completely removed at a later date. In the debris
around the western exit from the vestibule several
fragments of an inscribed, brownish quartzite gate
were found. 38 The fragments bore parts of the titulary
and name of Queen Khentkaus.

The reconstruction of the entrance vestibule had
been accomplished at the same time as that of the

9 floor of beaten clay

10 dark sand, fragments of limestone (fine), fragments
of OK pottery vessels

11 clay with sand

12 clay with sand

13 floor of beaten clay (13 micro-layers)

14 mudbrick destruction (medium fine)

15 fragments of limestone (fine), fragments of mudbrick
(fine)

16 floor of beaten clay (5 micro-layers)

17 fragments of limestone (fine)

new entrance, the pillared portico P 2. By this stage
of the reconstruction the doorways to the purification
room, the magazines and the columned room were
already out of use, having been closed off at different
periods in the history of the temple. The definitive
reconstruction of the room included the building of
an S-shaped ramp (pl. 8, fig. 39) which bridged over
both the axially different entrances of the mudbrick
and limestone portions of the temple and, at the same
time, the differences in height of the floor level
between the lower mudbrick sector of the temple and
the more elevated stone structures.

The archaeologial finds in the entrance and
entrance vestibule were not numerous, but one in
particular deserves to be mentioned namely, a
rectangular offering table (fig. 40) of yellowish

37 The limestone basin, situated at the entrance to the temple,
was used for purification prior to carrying the cult rituals in the
temple (for the cult purification, see e.g. Grieshammer, in: L4 V,
s.v. Reinheit, kultische). In the neighbouring mortuary temple of
Raneferef, the purification basin was embedded in the floor of the
entrance room of the first building stage of the temple (see the
plan of the temple in M.Verner, Forgotten Pharaohs, 134).

38 The quartzite door-jambs were inscribed with the name and
titles (including the title of mwt nswt bity nswt bity) of the Royal
Mother Khentkaus, see below p. 62, fig. 61,
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Fig. 40 Limestone offering table of Issi-... (?).

limestone. The table, bearing remains of the name of
Issi-...(?) 39, was discovered in a drift sand deposit,
outside the temple itself and on the southern side of
the pillared portico P 2. Traces of a white coating on
the inscribed upper surface of the table could either
indicate that the stone had had a secondary use as
building material or, that the offering table had been
"cleaned" at one time.

THE SOUTH-EASTERN SECTOR

As in the north, the south also had a long mound of
debris covering the area (see fig. 3a) and running in
an east-west direction. The mound stretched from the
ruins of a monument (described by Lepsius as
Pyramid no. XXIII) towards the south-eastern corner
of Khentkaus’ pyramid. The mound was about 2 m
high above the level of the stone temple. The
composition of debris in this mound varied sharply in
different levels of the mound. Only the surface layer
was the same throughout, and it was similar to that
existing on the mound that covered the northern wall
of the temple.

Between the south-eastern corner of the temple
and the above-mentioned Pyramid no. XXIII there
was a massive platform consisting of fragments of
limestone blocks. Another similar platform — about
3 m thick — had accumulated around the
south-eastern corner of the pyramid of Khentkaus.
This platform rested on the double southern wing of
the enclosure walls (LEW) and (MEW).

After the removal of the platforms of limestone
fragments, the extant remains of both limestone and
mudbrick architectural structures were disclosed. In
the south-eastern corner of the mudbrick enclosure
wall of the pyramid complex a group of five magazines
40appeared. The composition of the debris in the area
of these magazines differed again from that in other
parts of the temple (fig. 41).
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The maximum height of the extant walls of the
magazines is about 1.5 m. On top of them rested a
thick layer of grey sand, in which large thick
conglomerations of limestone pieces were strewn.
Further below this sandy stratum there was another
layer of decayed mudbrick, which corresponds to
major periods when the vaulted ceilings and upper
parts of the magazine walls had collapsed into the
magazines themselves. Within this mudbrick layer
were cut oval-shaped burial pits containing primitive
anthropoid coffins dating from the late New Kingdom
and the Late Period. The burials represent a dating
ante quem for the collapse of the magazines.

Below this level of accumulated debris existed a
number of other strata. These had been formed by
rubbish collecting on the magazine floors. The priests
did not remove this rubbish, but preferred to cover it
each time with a new layer of mud plaster. Each time
the new floor was laid over the rubbish level it was
whitewashed. In this way a number of micro layers
were built up.

To the west of the magazines runs a narrow,
north-south orientated corridor. The western wall of
this corridor was formed by the east wing of the
limestone enclosure wall of the earlier building stage.
The eastern face of this wall was inclined at an angle
of about 80 degrees. Covering the face of the wall was
the mudbrick wall of the magazine corridor. Its
eastern face was perpendicular. It so happened,
however, that the entire eastern wing of the limestone
enclosure wall was later removed, and only the thin
mudbrick wall was left in position, giving a bizarre
impression to the observer. Its eastern face is

39 Remains of mortar on the upper surface of the offering table
(292/A/78) indicate that the object, which probably comes from a
neighbouring private tomb, was used again as building material.
Although badly damaged and very unclear, the remains of the
inscription on the upper surface of the table seem to include the
cartouche of Isesi. The table thus shows that small tombs in the
neighbourhood of the temple started to fall apart and to be used
as an easy source of building materials as early as the 6th Dynasty
(the temple itself fell in disuse by the end of this time).

40 The size and position of the complex of five magazines in the
temple gives indirect evidence about the intensity and importance
of the cult of the Royal Mother Khentkaus. Usually, the number
of five magazines has been linked with the five niches for the cult
statues in the intimate portion of the royal mortuary temple (see
e.g. Junker, Giza VI, 10; Edel, in: Beitrige Bf 8, 1969, 21). This
assumption can be accepted in case of the mortuary temples of the
kings. However, in the mortuary temples of queens of the Old
Kingdom there were not five but usually three niches for cult
statues (for the specific problems associated with the
reconstruction of the intimate portion of the mortuary temple of
Khentkaus, see below p. 144 {f.). For the link between the number
of five magazines and five phyles of mortuary priests, see Verner,
Baugraffiti, 31 ff.
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Fig. 9 Profile no. 9

1 grey sand, limestone fragments (coarse and fine),
fragments of OK pottery vessels, fragments

of mudbricks

mudbrick destruction

yellow sand, limestone fragments (fine)
mudbrick destruction

yellow sand
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Fig. 43 Profile no. 20.

1 yellow sand

2 mudbrick destruction

3 yellow sand

4 limestone fragments (fine), fragments of mudbrick
5 dark sand, fragments of mudbrick
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6 clay, ash, fragments of OK pottery vessels, fragments
of animal bones
7 floors of beaten clay
8 floors of beaten clay
9 burial excav. no. 32/A/80
10 burial excav. no. 34/A/80
11 grey sand, deposit of OK pottery vessels

perpendicular, but its western face reflects a mirror
image of the original limestone wall.

The corridor (pl. 9, fig. 42) connected the
magazine complex with both the entrance vestibule
in the north and an opening in the south wing of the
mudbrick enclosure wall of the pyramid complex. It
might be mentioned in passing that this southern
entrance to the temple apparently belonged to the
original plan of the mudbrick extension of the temple.
It seems that the south entrance was closed off (fig.
43) before the time when the magazine complex fell
into disuse. 4!

The magazines (M 1 - M 5) themselves have
practically the same dimensions as each other, and
each has a rectangular, east-west orientated ground
plan. The entrances are from the west, and are
situated in the north-western corner of each magazine
— except for the southernmost magazine (M 5),
whose entrance lay in the south-western corner. This
magazine entrance was walled up at a later stage, but
prior to the abandonment of the magazine complex.

41 Judging by the date of the walling up of the entrance to the
adjacent magazine (M 5) on one side and the foundation of the
potter’s kiln on the other side, the "southern entrance” to the
temple was probably closed in the time of Unas (see p. 41).
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Fig. 9 Profile no. 2
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Fig. 45 Profile no. 10.

1 grey sand, fragments of
limestone blocks, fragments
of mudbrick, fragments

of OK pottery vessels
mudbrick destruction
yellow sand, limestone

fragments (fine)

4 mudbrick destruction
(coarse)
5 floor of beaten clay

The fact that this magazine was eventually closed
undoubtedly contributed to the survival of a deposit
of pottery (pl. 9, fig. 44) and clay sealings, etc., which
was discovered on the floor of this room. Needless to
emphasize, the deposit has great significance for both
the better understanding of the function of the
magazines and the funerary cult, as well as for the
chronology of the entire temple.

Its neighbour, (M 4), differed from the
previously-mentioned one by the composition of its
filling. On the floor of this magazine there are traces
of a large fireplace and, in the south-west corner of
the room, next to the entrance, stands a small (50 cm
high) mudbrick wall. This enclosure contained pure,
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(5 layers)

yellowish sand. The evidence indicates that this
magazine had finally been used as a dwelling, the
mudbrick enclosure probably serving as a type of
bench in which vessels with rounded or pointed bases
could be conveniently stored.

The floors of the remaining magazines and
corridor yielded relatively few finds: fragments of clay
sealings, flint blades, several faience beads, and 5th
Dynasty pottery fragments (fig. 45).

At the time when the renovations had been made
to the entrance vestibule (see p. 41) the entrance to
the magazine corridor had been blocked. A new way
of utilising the magazine complex was therefore
devised, and a large opening was made in the western
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wall of the magazine complex, opposite to room SE-1.
The position of this opening was directly linked with
room SE-1 for, on the other side of the opening was
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Fig. 46b Potter’s kiln.

found a mudbrick potter’s kiln 42. We can therefore
suggest that there was a direct link between the
potter’s workshop, adjacent to the MBW enclosure
wall, the kiln outside the western wall of the magazine
corridor, and room SE-1 itself.

The discovery of a potter’s kiln within the funerary
complex is surprising, probably more surprising than
the previously-mentioned discovery of the potter’s
workshop. The kiln has a typically conical shape (pl.
9, fig. 46a, b), growing increasingly larger towards the
top, strongly resembling U 30 in Gardiner’s sign list.
Originally, the kiln was about 2 m high. At the
moment of discovery the potter’s kiln was covered by
a surface layer of grey sand (fig. 47). Underneath the
surface layer, large fragments of limestone formed
another thick layer, which extended from a westerly
direction and completely overlapped the kiln. Under
this layer of stones was a layer of pure drift sand.

Within the kiln was a deposit consisting of the
decayed upper portion of the kiln. This deposit rested
on a layer of ashes that lay on the base of the kiln.
The inner sides of the kiln had been burnt red. At the
base of the kiln there was a small opening situated in
its northern wall. Outside the mouth of this opening
was a small fireplace. It was evident that the firing of

|
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Fig. 47 Profile no. 11.

1 yellow sand, limestone fragments (medium fine)

2 yellow sand, deposits of limestone fragments (fine)

3 grey sand, fragments of mudbrick, limestone fragments
(coarse)

limestone fragments (coarse)

yellow sand

ash with charcoal

limestone fragments (fine)

yellow sand, fragments of limestone blocks, limestone
fragments (fine)

o cBE w RS

9 mudbrick destruction (fine), ash, fragments of animal

bones, fragments of OK pottery vessels

10 mudbrick destruction (fine), fragments of burnt red
bricks, ash

11 dark clay

12 beaten clay

13 mudbrick destruction

14 clay, ash, charcoal, fragments of OK pottery vessels

15 floor of beaten clay
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the kiln took place here. The opening also acted as a
draught mechanism to increase the circulation of air
and to intensify the heat within the kiln. The
opening’s northern orientation further facilitated the
passage of air through the kiln, for in Egypt the
prevailing wind comes from the north.

w E

Fig. 48 Profile no. 19.

1 mudbrick masonry joined with clay mortar

2 mudbrick masonry without mortar

3 masonry of mudbricks and limestone fragments
4 clay, ash, limestone fragments (fine)

5 clay, charcoal, fragments of OK pottery vessels

Around the kiln were found fragments of
mudbrick, ashes, 5th Dynasty potsherds and
fragments of animal bones. In the west and the south
the kiln rests against mudbrick walls. Further
excavation showed that this western mudbrick wall
belonged to the enclosure of a cult pyramid, whereas
the small, southern mudbrick wall was built just to
support and protect the kiln from that direction. In a
small room to the south of the kiln pottery refuse

42 The potter’s kiln found in the mortuary temple of Khentkaus
ranks among the rare examples of kilns dating from the Old
Kingdom, see e.g. Soukiassian et al., Les ateliers de potiers d’Ayn
Asil, passim; Emery, in: Kush 11, 163, 118 (Buhen); Stadelmann,
in: MDAIK 39, 1983, 228 f. (Dahshur); Kaiser et al.,, in: MDAIK
38, 1982, 297-299 (Elephantina); Hope, in: JSSEA 10/4, 1980,
303-7 (Dakhla). For the potter’s kiln and workshop in the mortuary
temple of Khentkaus, see also Verner, in: CCE 3, 1992, 55-9.

43 This is the first cult pyramid ever built within the pyramid
complex of a queen. It attests to the really royal status of the
Khentkaus’s pyramid complex after its enlargment and
reconstruction. Further to the cult pyramid see below p...

44  The shelters, closely linked to the destruction of the pyramid
complex, can be dated to the late New Kingdom. Some of them
were obviously re-used in the Coptic Period. For similar shelters
found in other pyramid complexes at Abusir, see Schifer,
Priestergraber, 134-142.

consisting of ashes with broken or malformed beer
jugs and bread moulds etc., were deposited (fig. 48).
The refuse was deposited against the walled up
entrance to a store-room, to the south of the cult
pyramid. A fragment of a sealing found in the
store-room and bearing the name of Unas represents
the post quem date of the foundation of the kiln.

THE SOUTH-WESTERN SECTOR

In contrast to the preceding sector (see fig. 3a) the
composition of the debris in the south-west sector
exhibited a sharp change as the excavation moved
towards the south-eastern corner of Khentkaus’
pyramid. The above-mentioned platform of large
stone fragments did not cover the entire area. It
extended from the south-eastern corner of the
pyramid in a southerly direction, and came to rest
above the two parallel southern wings of the
enclosure walls MBW and LEW. Between the
platform and the southern wall of the stone temple
was a large deposit of drift sand, the thickness of
which was about 2 m.

Towards the east, however, in the direction of the
potter’s kiln, the deposit of pure sand was replaced
by a thick stratum of sand, in which were numerous
conglomerations of large and small fragments of
limestone (fig. 49). This layer rested on remnants of
a small enclosure containing a cult pyramid 43,
whereas the deposit of pure drift sand occupied the
space between the cult pyramid and the south-east
corner of the queen’s pyramid.

The enclosure wall of the cult pyramid was built
of mudbrick in two successive building stages. Within
the north-west corner of this enclosure only a small
portion of the cult pyramid remained in situ. The
extant portion (pl. 10, fig. 50) revealed that the cult
pyramid had been built from roughly-dressed pieces
of limestone which apparently must have come from
the partially dismantled limestone enclosure wall
(LEW). The stones had been heaped into a pyramidal
form but, surprisingly, the face of the blocks had not
been smoothed. More surprising still, the cult
pyramid — in contrast to others of this type — has
no substructure at all. To assume that a small corridor
or chamber might have existed within the
superstructure of the cult pyramid, however, would
be sheer speculation.

Within the south-east corner of the empty
enclosure, opposite the remnants of the cult pyramid,
was a small shelter built of fragments of limestone
(fig. 51). The shelter probably dates from the time
when stone was quarried within the temple complex.
44 Apart from this, the enclosure was empty, except
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Fig. 49 Profile no. 12.

1 yellow sand, deposits of limestone fragments (fine),
fragments of OK pottery vessels

2 yellow sand, deposits of limestone fragments (medium
fine)

3 yellow sand, sporadic limestone fragments (fine)

4 yellow sand, fragments of limestone blocks, limestone
fragments (fine)

5 dark sand, fragments of mudbrick, fragments of animal
bones, fragments of OK pottery vessels

6 foundation platform of the cult pyramid (coarse
fragments of limestone joined with clay mortar)

Fig. 51 Profile no. 13.

yellow sand, limestone fragments (medium fine)
yellow sand, limestone fragments (fine)

yellow sand, limestone fragments (coarse)

yellow sand, limestone fragments (fine)

yellow sand, limestone fragments (medium fine and
coarse)

grey sand, limestone fragments (fine), fragments of
OK pottery vessels

[ I R S
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7 limestone fragments (fine)

8 dark sand, fragments of limestone (fine), fragments of
mudbrick, fragments of OK pottery vessels, fragments
of animal bones

9 mudbrick destruction (fine)

10 clay, ash, fragments of animal bones, fragments of
OK pottery vessels

11 floor of beaten clay

12 limestone masonry of the cult pyramid

for its fill of yellowish sand and limestone chips. In
the middle of the northern wing of the enclosure there
was an opening giving access to the cult pyramid.
Though originally the cult pyramid had reached the
enclosure wall, evidence of frequent perambulation
of the space between the wall and its enclosed
pyramid was noticeable, regardless of the fact that
those who walked around the cult pyramid in this way
had been forced to walk upon the face of the pyramid
itself. The entrance from the north was at one time
blocked, although no mortar of any sort had been
used to join the bricks. In front of the entrance, but
a little towards the western side of the pyramid axis,
was an offering table — a roughly cut limestone slab
bearing a Atp-sign in low relief. 3 It had been set into

45 The offering table is a roughly cut slab of limestone bearing
on its upper surface a htp-sign in low relief. The fact that
Khentkaus’ cult pyramid contained no chamber at all, and that
offerings were placed on the above-mentioned offering table in
front of the symbolical "entrance” to the monument is certainly
worth noticing. In connection with the meaning of the cult
pyramids, still much debated, see especially Lehner, Hetepheres,
74-79. In the only surviving Old Kingdom parallel, the cult pyramid
of Neith (Jéquier, Neith et Apouit, 10 and pl. T) no such cult place
was found. Anyway, the position of the offering table seems to
suggest a link between it and the so-called northern chapel (for
northern, or entrance chapels, see below p. 139).
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the beaten earthen floor outside the cult pyramid
enclosure wall. The entrance via the enclosure wall
had been made to the east of this table in order to
avoid damage being done to the offering table by
those who entered the cult pyramid precinct. In the
south-west corner of the cult pyramid enclosure a low
mudbrick bench was found. Next to it, in the western
wall of the enclosure, there was an opening giving
access to a small courtyard (pl. 10, fig. 52).

The courtyard had no other point of access. It was
protected by a low, curved enclosure wall built of
mudbrick. The bizarre nature of this curved wall was
influenced by two factors: firstly, the wall was thin,
and a curved wall — rather than a straight one —
offers more stability; secondly, the curve traced the
pathway taken by those who wished to go past the
south-east corner of the main pyramid of the queen.

The floor of this little court was made of beaten
clay. Archaeological finds in the area of the cult
pyramid and its court were extremely scarce. These
consisted of fragments of animal bones, and
nondescript, casually twisted fragments of copper
wire. But the existence of the courtyard, the bench in
the south-west corner of the enclosure, and the
presence of the offering table seem to testify to the
practice of rites having once been performed at the
cult pyramid in antiquity.

The infrequency of archaeological finds in the cult
pyramid locality provides a marked contrast to the
number of artefacts found in the long narrow room
(SE-2) that lies to the south of the cult pyramid’s
enclosure wall. This room was accessible from the
east, close to the position of the potter’s kiln and the
south-east corner of the cult pyramid enclosure. The
southern wall of this room was formed by the massive
mudbrick enclosure wall of the entire pyramid
complex.

Pottery, fragments of sealings, and faience
ornaments #6 - which had probably once decorated
symbolic vessels - were found on the floor of this
room. Among the ornaments there were hieroglyphic
signs which obviously once formed part of the titulary
and name of Khentkaus. Undoubtedly, the room
served for some time as a magazine in which the more
precious cult paraphernalia was stored. Later, the
entrance to this room was walled up. The most recent
sealing fragments offer a dating post quem for the
closure of the room namely, the reign of Unas. 47

To the west of the afore-mentioned room, but
separated from it by a small partition wall consisting
of fragments of limestone, was another elongated
area. As a matter of fact, this room was created by
the presence of the two enclosure walls LEW and
MEW. There was no specific flooring material evident

in this area, only a base consisting of sand and
limestone chips. Only part of this room was excavated,
approximately to the limit provided by the south-east
corner of the main pyramid. It is thus conceivable that
this room originally could have continued around the
entire southern and western side of the pyramid.
The area was accessible from the north, through a
roughly-cut opening in the limestone enclosure wall
(LEW) near the south-east corner of the queen’s
pyramid. Access to the place had been made easier
by the design of the curved wall that framed the cult
pyramid court (see discussion above). A black graffito
(fig. 53) painted on the whitewashed, northern face
of the mudbrick enclosure wall (MEW) identified this
area as §t-< ("place of activity”, or workshop).*8 It
seems that the function of the area, however, was
soon terminated. The entrance was blocked up by

.
4
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Fig. 53 Black painted graffito st-‘ which denominated the
narrow room between the two southern wings of the
enclosure walls (from the building phases LST Il and MBT I).

fragments of limestone, and the whole area of st-¢ was
filled up to its topmost level with an homogenous
deposit (fig. 54) of both complete pieces and broken
fragments of pottery, especially beer jugs, bread
moulds and cylindrical beer jug stands. There were
also sporadic examples of pottery bowls and circular
footed trays in this collection. Obviously, the pottery
represented the refuse from the funerary cult which
had accumulated in the temple to such a degree that
a decision must have been made to remove it to the
$t-C which, at that time, had cesed its original function.
The refuse was deposited there and the room was
sealed.

46 The faience ornaments, including also hieroglyphic signs of
Khentkaus’s name and titles, will be published separately.

47 Fragments of sealings excav.nos. 99/A/80 and 104/A/80.
48 Verner, in: ZAS 109, 1982, 157.
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Fig. 54 Profile no. 14.

1 grey sand, fragments of pottery vessels, limestone and
red granite fragments (fine)

mudbrick destruction (fine)

limestone fragments (middle)

yellow sand, deposits of limestone fragments (fine)
limestone fragments (medium fine), fragments of
mudbricks, OK pottery vessels and fragments of them
6 limestone fragments (coarse)

(V.- NR S I o8 )

CHRONOLOGY AND CONCLUSIONS

The analysis of all the available archaeological finds
and observations makes it possible to reconstruct the
following several alterations in the plan and function
of the temple, and their relevant chronology:

LST I Dyn. 5, temp. Nyuserre (after the 10th

regnal year of the King ?)

Simultaneously with the completion of the funerary
apartment and the upper portion of the pyramid’s
core (PYR I1), the foundation platform of the temple
was laid in front of the eastern side of the pyramid.
The construction of the temple was completed in fine
white limestone at the same time as the casing of the
pyramid was begun.

The reconstruction of the almost totally destroved
temple is discussed in another part of this book (see
Chap. VI). It cannot be excluded that the entrance to
the temple of this initial building stage was from the
north, near the north-eastcrn corner of the
monument. Some fragments of the masonry still in
position seem to corroborate this assumption.
LSTII Dyn. 5, temp. Nyuserre (after the 10th

regnal year of the King ?)
Shortly after the building stage of LST I, and probably
still prior to the construction of the massive limestone
enclosure wall around the pyramid complex, a
decision was taken to enlarge the temple a little
towards the east. The decision also included the
construction of a new and more monumental

T

7 dark sand, mudbrick destruction (fine), limestone
fragments (fine), fragments of pottery vessels
8 floor of beaten clay with sand
9 yellow sand, limestone fragments (fine), fragments of
OK pottery vessels, fragments of animal bones
10 yellow sand, limestone fragments (fine)
11 floor of beaten clay with limestone fragments (fine)
12 limestone masonry joined with mortar
13 burial excav. no. 132/A/78

entrance to the temple from the east. The new
entrance, conceived as a pillared portico (P 1), was
built near the south-east corner of the temple.

Along the western, southern and eastern side of
the pyramid complex a massive limestone enclosure
wall was erected.

The alteration of the original plan of the temple,
though neither laborious nor expensive, represented
an essential upgrading of the status of the temple and
the cult of the Royal Mother.

MBT 1 Dyn. 5, temp. Nyuserre (latter part of the

reign of the King ?7)

The temple of the building stage of LST II was
considerably enlarged to the east, but also to some
degree in the south and north. The enlargement,
made exclusively in mudbrick, included the
construction of a massive enclosure wall around the
whole complex. Basically, the alteration of the
original plan and the enlargement of the temple
included a number of major changes.

* A new main entrance to the temple was constructed.
It again had the form of a pillared portico (P 2)
formed by a pair of limestone monoliths. Unlike the
entrances of the original building stages of LST I and
LST II, the new portico was situated in the eastern
facade of the enlarged temple and in the east-west
axis of the whole pyramid complex.

The enlarged portion of the temple lacked a
foundation platform. Its floor level was therefore
about 60 cm lower than that of the preceding building
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Fig. 55a Plan of the pyramid complex

Khentkaus.
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stage of LST II. The differences in both the position
of the two porticos (P 1 and P2) and the floor level
of LST II and MBT I was bridged over by means of
a small, slightly raised ramp. The latter was U-shaped
in plan, and was built in the northern portion of a
room situated immediately behind the pillared
portico (P 2). The southern portion of the room,
separated from the northern one by an L-shaped wall,
enclosed a small anteroom which contained a libation
basin of limestone. The exit from the anteroom was
provided by a flight of several steps. This met with
the upper end of the U-shaped ramp, in front of an
aperture cut out at a later stage in the eastern wing
of the limestone enclosure wall of the building stage
of LST II, precisely opposite the earlier entrance (P
1) to the temple. Very probably, between the aperture
and the earlier portico (P 1) a quartzite gate had then
been erected bearing the name and titles of the Royal
Mother Khentkans.

** To the south-east portion of the enlarged temple
a complex of five magazines was constructed. The
magazines, all on the same plane, were entered from
the west from a north-south oriented corridor. A door
at the northern end of the corridor linked the
magazines with both porticos (P 1 and P 2). At the
southern end of the corridor, and in the southern wing
of the massive enclosure wall of mudbrick, there was
a gate, which made it possible to avoid the main
entrance (P 2), and to enter the magazines and the
temple directly from the south.

*** In the north-east portion of the enlarged temple
two small rooms, and one large room with a single
column were built. The columned room was
accessible via the south from the room with the
U-shaped ramp, and from the west through another
aperture cut into the eastern wing of the limestone
enclosure wall of the temple (LST II). Owing to its
position, the columned room enabled easy and direct
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access to both pillared porticos of the temple (P 1 and
P2) and, in addition to that, to the open courtyard
linking the pyramid complex of Khentkaus with that
of Neferirkare. The columned room very probably
served as a dwelling for mortuary priests.

MBT II temp. Nyuserre (latter part of the reign

of the King)

Shortly after the completion of MBT I another major
reconstruction of the pyramid temple began. The
eastern wing, and the easternmost portion of the
southern wing of the limestone enclosure wall of the
temple (LST II) were dismantled. In their place, in
the south-east corner of the former limestone
enclosure wall a small cult pyramid was built. For the
construction of the cult pyramid, limestone from the
dismantled portion of the enclosure wall had been
used.

Around the cult pyramid, and directly adjacent to
it on all four sides, a mudbrick enclosure wall was
constructed. At the same time, another enclosure wall
was also built around a small courtyard to the west of
the cult pyramid. The only aperture in the western
wing of the enclosing wall of the cult pyramid linked
the monument with the courtyard.

At this stage, the room with one column was
divided by mudbrick walls into three smaller rooms.
MBT HI  end Dyn. 5 - early Dyn. 6
In the vacant space left by the removal of the eastern
wing of the limestone enclosure wall (LST II), a
potter’s workshop was set up.

At the northern end of the dismantled wall,
adjacent to the northern wing of the mudbrick
enclosure wall of the temple (MBT I), a potter’s wheel
was installed. In a small neighbouring room — one of
the three rooms formed by the reconstruction of the
room with the column (see above MBT II) — clay and
water, materials needed for the production of pottery,
were stored. The clay (in the form of lumps and
broken mudbricks) was kept in a large storage jar.
The water was stored in a large vessel embedded in
a circular hole in the middle of the room. The eastern
portion of the former columned room, however, still
continued to serve as a dwelling place.

The potter’s kiln was built at the other (i.e. the
southern) end of the dismantled eastern wing of the
limestone enclosure wall (it was built on the western
side of the eastern wing of the mudbrick wall that
enclosed the cult pyramid). The foundation of the
potter’s kiln can be dated to the time of (or shortly
after) Unas.

To the same period (the reign of Unas) can also
be dated the closure of the room st-¢.

Probably prior to the foundation of the potter’s
workshop still one more building change took place
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in the temple. The volume of the dwelling area in the
north-eastern portion of the temple was sharply
reduced. Practically all rooms in this portion of the
temple — except for one — were closed, and their
entrances walled up. The fragments of clay sealings
found in the only room which continued to be
inhabited (in the very north-east corner of the
temple) can be used to date the aforesaid reduction
to the time of Djedkare, or shortly afterwards.

All the above-mentioned changes of the stage
MBT III reflect a decline in the status of the temple.
The mortuary cult was reduced and a portion of the
temple was converted to a potter’s workshop, the
production of which apparently served for cultic
purposes in the neighbouring mortuary temples of the
kings.

MBT IV early Dyn. VI (temp. Teti)

The eastern mudbrick portion of the temple
underwent a major change at this time. The complex
of five magazines in the south-east corner of the
temple was closed. Both entrances to the magazine
corridor (the door near the U-shaped ramp at the
north, and the southern gate of the temple) were
walled up. Fragments of clay sealings found here
(bearing the name of the King Teti) represent the post
quem date for the shut-down of the magazine
complex.

A profound reconstruction also took place in the
entrance section. The wall which divided this space
into two rooms, one with the U-shaped ramp and the
other one with the purification basin, was pulled down
and removed. On the ruins of the wall, another
gradually inclined ramp — this time S-shaped — was
built. The S-shaped ramp had been constructed from
material from the demolished.

MBT V

In the partially abandoned temple the cult continued
to function on a very limited scale throughout the
reign of Pepi II. (The date is provided by a fragment
of a faience tablet bearing the cartouche of the King.)
The temple by this time was already partly covered
by drift sand — especially in the area of the cult
pyramid. It seems that only the limestone section of
the temple (LST II), and perhaps one small room still
inhabited by a mortuary priest, were open in this
period.

* k%

There is no clear evidence for any activity in the
temple during the FIP. In this period the pyramid of
the Royal Mother was very probably opened and
plundered. It cannot be proven whether or not the
robbers also plundered the temple at the same time.
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It is possible that the mortuary cult in the temple
was revived for a very short time at the very beginning
of the Middle Kingdom. The assumption is
corroborated by a find, unfortunately unstratified, of
a hemispherical cup belonging to the early 12th
Dynasty, and by indirect evidence for the revival of
cults in the neighbouring mortuary temples of
Neferirkare, Nyuserre, Raneferef and Lepsius
pyramid no. XXIV.

The destruction of the limestone portion of the
temple (LST II) probably began as early as Dyn. 18.
It is obvious that in Dyn. 19 the temple area started
to serve as a secondary burial ground for the common
people from the neighbouring villages. This
secondary cemetery continued to exist throughout the
end of the Late Period (exceptionally also in the
Greek and Roman 49 Periods).
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In the late New Kingdom, stone robbers set up
their primitive dwellings in the ruins of the limestone
portion of the temple (LST II).

It seems that the stone robbers’ dwellings were
re-used in the Coptic Period (in c. 6th or 7th century
AD). At that time the ruins of the temple were
probably inhabited for a short period by a small group
of hermits. Later in the Coptic Period, stone-robbers
and sabbakh-diggers replaced these hermits. The
sabbakh-digging possibly continued in irregular
intervals throughout the Arab mediaeval ages.

49 It seems that the latest Roman object found in the pyramid
complex of Khentkaus represents a copper coin with the portrait
of Valentinianus I (364-375) and remains of an inscription SPES
REI PUBLICAE (7).



I1.
MASONS” MARKS AND
INSCRIPTIONS

It has been mentioned above that during our team’s
exploration of the pyramid of Khentkaus only the
eastern face of the pyramid and the funerary
apartment were disclosed. Nevertheless, on some of
the blocks of the denuded portion of the pyramid’s
core, remains of red or black cursive inscriptions and
marks were discovered. These short and usually
roughly written notes, known as the "masons’
inscriptions” or "Baugraffiti", were also found on

some of few limestone blocks of the extant remnants
of the first two building phases of the mortuary
temple (LST II) of the Royal Mother. These masons’
marks (fig. 56) represent a small but historically not
unimportant collection of written documents, which
shed more light on some archaeological, and
especially chronological, aspects of the pyramid
complex of Khentkaus.

1 Mwt nswt Hnt-k3w.s. \\3
"King’s mother Khentkaus." \ uu ’ :--\2 /
Excav. no. Gr-1/A/78 | ~ 8 _,‘:
Loose block, originally coming from the casing of the pyramid, -
found at ground level in the debris in front of the north-eastern o 20cm

corner of the pyramid.
White limestone, painted red inscription.

The graffito was painted on the block probably prior to being taken

to the building site of the pyramid.]

It was painted on the inner, undressed face of the block.

2 a) Rnpt-sp 5, 3bd 3 3ht, sw 14 (?).
b) Control mark.

a) "5th census (i.e. 9th or 10th regnal year), 3rd month of the

innundation, 14th (?) day." 2
Excav. no. Gr-2/A/78

Eastern face of a block in the masonry behind the western wall of
the burial chamber, on the level of the upper edge of the room.

1 The graffito represents a kind of an address. Very probably, the Queen’s name was written on the block in the place near the building
site of the pyramid complex of Neferirkare, in which the building materials for both the King’s and the Queen’s pyramid were stored
and sorted out. Many other blocks found in the Queen’s pyramid complex were inscribed in the same way. For this type of graffiti, see
Verner, Baugraffiti, 184 ff.

2 The graffito has already been published by Verner, in: ZAS 107, 1980, 159 and fig. 3, and id. in: SAK 8, 1980, 256 a.
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Fig. 56 Plan of the location

of masons’ marks and inscriptions.



1. Masons’ Marks and Inscriptions

Grey limestone, painted red: [b) is darker than a)]. The inscription
a) was painted upside down as shown by the orientation of thin
streams of red paint flowing from the signs. Theoretically, the
inscription could have been written on the block prior to its
transportation to the building site. It seems, however, more
probable that it was written at the time when the block had already
been in that position. If so, the inscription must have been written
from above by a scribe who was lying on his belly on the upper face
of the block. The reason for marking a date on the block could have
been either, to indicate that a planned stage in the construction of
the masonry had been reached (e.g. reaching the upper edge of a pit
for funerary apartments) or, to mark the moment at which the
building of the monument had been interrupted. Both variants raise
the question as to which king this 9th or 10th regnal year belonged.
Theoretically, two kings could be taken into consideration either,
Neferirkare or Nyuserre. Under the former the construction of the
pyramid had certainly been commenced; the latter obviously
finished it. If the date pertains to Neferirkare, it probably represents
the highest known regnal year of that king.3 Consequently, the king
would have died in the 9th or 10th year of his reign. However, the
date could also refer to Nyuserre, the younger son of Neferirkare.
Nyuserre ascended the throne after the brief (no more than two or
three year) reign of his elder brother, Raneferef. In the case of
Nyuserre, this date would mean that he must have waited for
another 10 years before recommencing the building. This gap
(thirteen years or more) in the construction of the pyramid would
be difficult to explain?, and suggest that this is the reason why the
attribution of the date to Neferirkare seems to be more probable.

3 2.

Remains of two superimposed inscriptions whose reading is \
uncertain. -

Excav. no. 3/A/78

A fragment found among the debris of the burial chamber. ~

White limestone, with painted red inscription. 0 Wem

4 a) Hnt-[l3w.s ?)]

b)..w..

c)..2..

a) "Khentkaus."

b) and c¢) Remains of two inscriptions superimposed

one upon the other, reading uncertain.
Excav. no. 4/A/78
A fragment found among the debris of the burial chamber.
White limestone, painted black. The earlier inscriptions b) and ¢)
are in yellow and red.

3 The safely attested date of the Sth census of Neferirkare occurs on the Palermo stone, see Schifer, Annalen, 40. Barta (ZAS 108,
1981, 23) has suggested (without basis) that one should more than to double this date. (See the discussion below in the text, p. 176.)
4 It seems that after the premature death of Raneferef dynastic disputes obviously broke out again between the two rival branches of
the royal family — the Sahurean and the Neferirkarean. How long the turbulent times lasted, and what kind of a role may have been
played by the royal mother, Khentkaus, in the dynastic disputes will be discussed in the text below, see p. 177. Be that as it may, Nyuserre’s
ascension of the throne seems to have been neither immediate, nor easy.
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S a)Dd?
b)...7..
c)..2..

a) "Dd-group of workmen (?)."

b) Reading unclear.

¢) Reading unclear. % o 10em
Excav. no. 5 R
A fragment found among the debris of the burial chamber.
White limestone with an inscription in red.

6 a) ‘nhwy (7) O, reg,(& \
b)...72.. \ P
a) "“nhwy-group (of workmen) (?)." 6
b) Unclear remains of a mark. 0 0em

Excav. no. 6/A/78

Painted on the eastern face of a block in position behind the
north-western corner of the burial chamber, just below no. 2 (see
above).

White limestone, with painted red inscription.

7 Hnt-[i3w.]s .e
"Khentkaus". { (
Excav. no. 7/A/78 < \ / n \
Painted on the eastern face of a block in position behind the upper

edge of the western wall of the burial chamber.
Grey limestone, inscription painted in red. ———

The inscription is placed in the middle of the face of the block and
was obviously never preceded by a title.

8 a) Control mark ’ .
b) ..7... 1l C‘

Excav. no. 8/A/78

Southern wall of the burial chamber, northern face of a block in the

lowest layer.

White limestone, with painted inscription in red.

- {
0
9 Control mark ﬁ
Excav. no. 9/A/78 /

-t

10 cm

Northern wall of the burial chamber, on the southern face of a block
set in the middle of the lowest layer.

White limestone, with painted inscription in red.
0 10cm

5 The dd-group of workmen is attested in masons’ inscriptions from the monuments dating from both the Old and Middle Kingdom,
see Verner, Baugraffiti, 172; and Arnold, The Control Notes, 28 (R 11).

6 The reading and interpretion of the "double “nh-sign” is very uncertain. The sign, or mark, vaguely resembles some of the graffiti
present on the limestone blocks in the masonry of the pyramid complex of Pepi 11, see Nagel, in: ASAE 50, 1950, pl. 4 (nos. 59 and 64)
and pl. 19 (no. 175).
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10 a) Hnt-[k3w.s ?] R 4
"Khentkaus." ﬁ' ’
b) .7 ( \ b
Excav. no. 10/A/78 {

Southern wall of the burial chamber, northern face of a block in the ° 20 cm
layer. _
White limestone, with black a) and red b) painted inscriptions. Hnt

was probably an abbreviated form for the writing of the queen’s

name.” Only this sign may have been considered sufficient indication
of the destination for the building blocks used in the queen’s

pyramid.
11 (83) wr

"(Phyle) wr." ’
Excav. no. sn/A/78
A block in position in the pyramid’s core, south of the excav. no. l\
Gr-6/A/78. ﬂ
Grey limestone, with red painted inscription. 0 10 cm
12 a) Control mark

b) Remains of an inscription, reading uncertain.
Excav. no. Gr-11/A/78 |
North-western section of the temple, eastern face of a block in
position in the pavement. 0 10
White limestone, with red painted inscription. _
13 Mwr nswt. i

w

Hmt nswt Hnt-k3w.s. ' . - |
\\ L“ |‘ \ (o — P

"King’s mother."

"King’s wife Khentkaus." 0o 30em
Excav. no. Gr-12/A/78
Eastern face of a block in the north-east corner of the foundation
platform of the pyramid.
Light grey limestone, with red painted inscription.
It seems that the inscription was written at two different stages in the
construction of the pyramid. Originally, only the name of the owner of
the monument, "Khentkaus", preceded by a title of "King’s wife" was
written. A little later another title of the Queen, "King’s mother" was
added in such a way that it preceded the earlier inscription. The
additional title of "King’s mother" was a little smaller in size than the
earlier inscription. Obviously, the new title was added because the
status of the Queen had changed in the meantime and the scribe
consequently corrected the undoubtedly important inscription on the
north-eastern corner block of the pyramid’s platform. Over the
inscription runs a horizontal, red painted line (the line also continues
on the northern face of the corner block). The line, running c. 50-52
cm above the lower edge of the block, apparently indicated a
horizontal level to the height of 1 cubit above the sand bed upon which
the foundation platform of the pyramid rested.
7 Hnt was probably an abbreviated form of Khentkaus’ name. In regard to masons’ marks, a similar tendency for abbreviations in the

tomb owner’s (the addressee’s) name is also to be observed in other monuments, e.g. the mastaba of Ptahshepses (8ps for Pth-3pss), see
Verner, o.c. 139 (nos. 308 and 309).
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14 Remains of an inscription (?).

Reading uncertain. *“
Excav. no. Gr-13/A/78
A fragment of a block found near the northern wall of the pyramid

temple. —
Grey limestone, with red painted inscription.

15 Control marks (?). » -

Excav. no. Gr-14/A/78

A loose block, coming from the core of the pyramid, found near the m

northern wall of the pyramid temple. Mo— 3

Grey limestone, with black painted inscription. \;:/

The signs are marked on two faces of the fragment of the block. I

They respect both the shape and the size of the faces of the o Dem

fragment. One of the two signs resembles a stylized human face.8
The signs need not be directly linked to the construction of the
monument.

16 a) Hmt nswt Hnt-k3w.(s).
b) N WU > ?

c) Ir
d) Remains of a vertical, a horizontal and an oblique line.
All lines cross in one point. -~
(] 20 em
a) "King’s wife Khentkaus."
b) "Nfr-group (of workmen)."
¢) "Ir-group of workmen."
Excav. no. Gr-1/A/80
Eastern face of a block in position in the core of the pyramid, about
1.5 m to the west of the descending corridor and about 1.5 m to the
south of the entrance.
Grey limestone; a) and b) are painted in red, c) in black; d) is a
painted black line, with a red oblique line, crossed by a horizontal
line in yellow paint.
The inscription a) represents important evidence showing that
pyramid had been originally built for "King’s wife" Khentkaus (see
the text above, p. and no. 13). With regard to the position of the
block, the coloured lines may pertaine to the construction of the
portcullis.

17 a) .7 , P
b) ‘nk (?) \\
n

a) Unclear remains of two marks.

b) "“nh-group (of workmen) (?)".
Excav. no. Gr-2/A/80 0 20 cm
Southern face of a block in position in the core of the pyramid, to
the west of the descending corridor, about 1.8 m above the floor of
the corridor and about 1 m before the entrance to the burial
chamber.
Grey limestone, with inscriptions a) painted in red and yellow, b)
painted in red.
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18 a) [Mwt nswt ?] Hnt-[k3w.§]. . +
b) Remains of two control marks. - /
/ s
a) "King’s mother Khentkaus (?)." I 54 “
Excav. no. Gr-3/A/80
A loose block, probably from the core of the pyramid, to the west of —

. . [ 20 cm
the descending corridor. R

Grey limestone; a) is painted red, b) is painted black; b) is earlier
than a).

19 a)..7.. GL
b) Hry-tp nswt ..w... (7 <

a) Unclear remains of a mark (?).
b) "Chamberlain ..."
Excav. no. Gr-4/A/80 H Hgm
Eastern face of a block in position in the core of the pyramid, to the
west of the descending corridor, about 0.5 m above the floor of the
corridor and about 2.5 m before the entrance to the burial chamber.
Grey limestone, with a) black painted, and b) red painted

inscriptions.
20 Unclear remains of an inscription. !-"
Excav. no. Gr-5/A/80 ~
A loose block found in the debris in front of the south-east corner
of the pyramid.
Grey limestone, with red painted inscription. v
Originally, the inscription may have contained a date. ‘ . 10
21 3bd tpy Smw (?)

"First month of the summer (?)." N\

Excav. no. Gr-6/A/80 | é

Southern wall of the burial chamber, third block from the west in
the lowest layer.

White limestone, with red painted inscription. ¢ A
22 Unclear remains of a control mark “nhwy or nfrwy (?).
Excav. no. Gr-6/A/78 4 ’
Western wall of the burial chamber, in the north-west corner,
immediately below no. 2. White limestone, with red painted
inscription. 22
See above no. 6. 0 10 cm
23 Remains of a control mark.
Excav. no. Gr-8/A/80 o
No. 23 has the same comment as for no. 22.
0 10 cm
A

8 The sign undoubtedly represents a stylized human face; its interpretation, however, is very difficult. Is it a scribal model? Or, is it a
variant of the writing of the personal name Hr (Ranke PN 1, 245: 12)? Or, again, could it be a quarry mark, vaguely resembling some
of the circular marks disclosed by Borchardt in the pyramid complex of Sahure (Sahure 1, 89 [M 31, M33, M 36])? For discussion about
a similar human face (or Gardiner, Grammar, Sign-list 2) representations, see Verner, o. c., 111: no. 197.

9 The sign w is all that has remained of what is probably a personal name which once followed the title of the chamberlain. The remains
of a mark (?), superimposed on the personal name make the reading of the latter more difficult.
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24 Two marks of an unclear meaning.lo

Excav. no. Gr-9/A/80 /

A fragment of limestone used secondarily in the mudbrick masonry

of an enclosure wall of a cult pyramid. ’ )

Yellowish limestone, with black painted inscription.

The two marks (signs) respect the shape of the stone, i.e. they do ’ ° 10 em
not represent a fragment of an originally larger inscription. _

Could the sign on the right side of the fragment be interpreted as
k3p "the shrine" ?

25 Control mark (?).

Excav. no. Gr-10/A/80

A fragment found among the debris in the south-east corner of the

enclosure of the cult pyramid.

Grey-greenish limestone, with black painted inscription.

The mark was painted on a reject fragment of stone. It is unlikely to

be interpreted as a name of a group of workmen (see also other 0 10 em
similar marks below).

26 Control marks (?).11

Excav. no. Gr-11/A/80

Judging by the shape, the fragment was probably used to fill a hole
already present in the stone, and because of this fact, the marks
were painted on both sides of the fragment. A fragment found in
the debris in the south-east corner of the enclosure of the cult
pyramid. It probably comes from the core of the cult pyramid.
White limestone, with black painted inscription.

27 Control mark.
Excav. no. Gr-12/A/80
Position is the same as for no. 22.
e

Brown veined yellowish limestone, with inscription painted in black.

0 20 cm
28 Control mark (?).
Excav. no. Gr-13/A/80
Position is the same as for no. 25.
Grey limestone, with black painted inscription.
[] 20 cm

10 The sign on the right could even be interpreted as mdt "stable" (Wb II, 185). However, it seems more likely to be the reading k3
“shrine” (Wb V, 107). If this interpretation is correct, does the second sign represent the cursive writing of the determinative of k3 7
The alleged "determinative” seems to resemble an obelisk on a truncated base (the slanting, instead of a vertical, position of the obelisk
could have been influenced by the shape of the stone fragment). Be that as it may, both the reading and the meaning of the inscription
remain uncertain.

11 The meaning of the "labrys-shaped" marks is unclear.The marks occur only on fragments of stone found in the area of the cult
pyramid. They were used by masons who enlarged the pyramid complex of Khentkaus (MBT II) during the reign of Nyuserre. The small
size of the fragments of stone, the frequent occurrence of the marks, and the fact that they often cover the entire face of the available
flat sides of the fragments are quite puzzling. The same "labrys-shaped" marks were disclosed on the blocks from the masonry of the
neighbouring pyramid Lepsius no. XXIV. No doubt, both monuments, i.e. the pyramid Lepsius no. XXIV and the cult pyramid of
Khentkaus, were built at the same time, see Verner, in: Z4S 111, 1984, 77 f. and fig. 9.
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29 Control mark (?). &
Excav. no. Gr-14/A/80 T4
Position is the same as for no. 25.

Yellowish limestone, with black painted inscription.

' L] 10 cm
30 ...(n)swt...

"... royal (7) ..."
Excav. no. Gr-15/A/80

Position is the same as for no. 26.
Greyish limestone, with black painted inscription. 9 Wem

31 Control marks.

Excav. no. Gr-16/A/80 ' ../

Position is the same as for no. 26. V

Grey limestone, with black painted inscription. ‘

In fact, the graffito consists of a "labrys-shaped” mark (resembling ,\‘

the hieroglyphic sign S 24 in Gardiner’s Sign list), and four vertical 0 10 em
strokes. Do the four repeated strokes pertain to the "labrys-shaped"

mark? Does the whole graffito mean, for instance, four stones

marked with the "iabrys-shaped" sign? Or, does the graffito relate to
some manipulation with the stones? See no. 31 following.

32 Control marks.
Excav. no. Gr-17/A/80
Position is the same as for no. 26. " <

Grey limestone. The "labrys-shaped" sign was drawn by a piece of
charcoal; the four vertical strokes were added in black paint. o 10 cm

33 SB(?)

"Drag (7)." *

Excav. no. Gr-18/A/80

Position is the same as for no. 26.
Yellow-greyish limestone, with painted black inscription.

The reading and meaning of the inscription are unclear. Does it ° 10 em
refer to the name of a group of workmen? Does it pertain to the R
transportation of stones from the quarries to the building site of the

pyramid?

34 Control marks (?). F
Excav. no. Gr-19/A/80

Position is the same as for no. 26.

Yellowish limestone. One sign was painted in black, the other was
drawn by a piece of charcoal. 8 Wem
Two superimposed "labrys-shaped" signs. A partly damaged and

incomplete sign painted black by means of a brush was later

corrected and completed by another sign of the same shape drawn

by a piece of charcoal. It is surprising that it was necessary to

correct a damaged mark on a small fragment of a stone reject used

for the construction of the core of a small cult pyramid.
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35 St-€

"Workshop (lit. place of activity)." L
Excav. no. Gr-20/A/80 -
Northern face of the southern wing of the mudbrick enclosure wall -
of the pyramid complex, to the south-east of the pyramid. The a»
inscription was written in black on the plastered and originally l
whitewashed surface of the wall. 0
In the Old Kingdom, st-€ is attested in imy $t-. Goedicke 12 sees in
the term a denomination of "jene Funktionire ... die Amter im
Tempel bekleideten, ohne gleichzeitig Priester zu sein".
Posener-Kriéger 13 suggests the translation of imy st-<, followed by a
determinative of a sitting man and woman, as "ceux qui sont de
service", i.e. "ce dans quoi est I'activite des gens". Beyond any doubt,
in the pyramid complex of Khentkaus at least, the term st-¢
represents the denomination of a small and narrow room which
came into existence to the south-east of the pyramid, between the
two enclosure walls of the pyramid complex. A general
interpretation of "workshop" therefore seems to be justified. (See
also the text above, p. 37.)

20 cm

36 [Hnt]-k3w.§ l l
"Khentkaus." n\ L

Excav. no. 21/A/80

A fragment found in the debris near the southern wing of the 0 0 cm

enclosure wall of the cult pyramid.

Dark grey limestone, with red painted inscription.

"Khentkaus."
Excav. no. Gr-22/A/80
Southern face of an undressed block in the limestone enclosure wall
(first building stage) of the pyramid complex, to the south-east of
the pyramid.
Light grey limestone, with red painted inscription.

38 Mwt nswt Hnt-k3w.s /(1 ’;
"King’s mother Khentkaus." -
” v

37 [Hnt]-k3w.s QL . L-' -

Excav. no. 23/A/80
Position is the same as for no. 36. "‘ (!L. uh
Light grey limestone, with red painted inscription. P
pal
0 20 cm
39 Mwt nswt Hnt-k3w.s /
"King’s mother Khentkaus." L
Excav. no. Gr-24/A/80 - ‘I'
Position is the same as for no. 36. y “ “ »n
Light grey limestone, with red painted inscription. ﬁ P TNy
p L . ne

12 Kénigliche Dokumente, 92.
13 Les archives de Néferirkare 1, 5.
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40 Ir

"Ir-group (of workmen).
Excav. no. 25/A/80
Eastern face of the core of the pyramid, near the south-east corner.
Yellowish limestone, with red painted inscription.

w14

41 Unclear remains of a mark.

Excav. no. Gr-26/A/80

Position is the same as for no. 39.

Light grey limestone, with red painted inscription.

Q2 Ir
"Ir-group (of workmen)."
Excav. no. Gr-27/A/80
Eastern face of the core of the pyramid, southern half.
Light grey limestone, with red painted inscription.

43 Ir
"Ir-group (of workmen)."
Excav. no. Gr-28/A/80
Position is the same as for no. 41.
Yellow greyish limestone, with black stains.

4 Ir
"Ir-group (of workmen)."
Excav. no. Gr-29/A/80
Position is the same as for no. 41.
Grey limestone, with red painted inscription.

45 Ir
"Ir-group (of workmen)."
Excav. no. Gr-30/A/80
Eastern face of the pyramid’s core, northern half.
Grey limestone, with red painted inscription.

4 Ir
"Ir-group (of workmen)."
Excav. no. Gr-31/A/80
Eastern face of the pyramid’s core, near the north-east corner.
Grey limestone, with inscription in red paint.

0 20 cm
—d

>
]

——————————

AN

[} 20 cm
| DU
——
y
0 30 cm
e )
[} 30cm
L s §
/ﬂq ~
-
0 20 cm
L E——
0 20 cm
——

14 Borchardt, Sahure 1, 92: M 66 took the sign ir for the mark of the quarries of Tura. However, the mark occurs in the pyramid
complex of Khentkaus on blocks of local (i.e. inferior quality) limestone. It is therefore more probable that ir represented the name of
a group of workmen. For instance, in the mastaba of Ptahshepses (this Abusir monument was built approximately at the same time as
the enlargement of the pyramid complex of Khentkaus) & is safely attested as the name of a division or group of workmen of the

widt-Phyle, see Verner, Baugraffiti, 171.
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47 Bity
"... Lower Egypt (7) ..."
Excav. no. Gr-32/A/80
Position is the same as for no. 45.
Dark grey limestone, with red painted inscription.

\\H(

0 20 cm
e |

The meaning of the graffito is uncertain. It could represent part of a
title, or the name of a group of workmen (i.e. "Lower Egyptian

group of workmen"), etc.

II.1 Conclusions

Although the set of masons’ marks and inscriptions
is not numerous, it enables us to draw some
interesting historical and archaeological conclusions
which partially corroborate and partly complement
those already stated, at the end of the Chapter 1.

1. It is obvious that, at the very beginning of the
construction, the pyramid complex was planned for
the King’s wife Khentkaus. However, the building
work seems to have been interrupted at the moment
(of Neferirkare’s death ?) when the masonry of the
pyramid’s core reached approximately the level of the
ceiling of the burial chamber. The work was resumed
— probably after a rather long interval — and the
pyramid complex was completed for Khentkaus II,
whose status had, in the meantime, changed. This is
revealed by the masons’ inscriptions, where the title
of the King’s wife, hmt nswt, was replaced by that of
the King’s mother, mwt nswt. The former title occurs
exclusively on blocks from the lower portion of the
pyramid’s core. One of the above-mentioned graffiti
is absolutely unique and expressive, namely no. 13 in
which the Queen’s original title of hmt nswt was
additionally corrected by adding the new title of mwt
nswit.

2. Though sporadic, there is evidence that the
workmen at the site were organized in the same way
as in the contemporaneous building projects of the
pyramid complexes of kings, i.e. in phyles, sections of
phyles, etc. The aforesaid evidence (no. 10) pertains
to the phyle s3 wr. The phyle at that time made up
part of a larger work organization (‘prw), which was
very probably still functioning, and was responsible
for the building sites relating to the royal tombs. The
construction work included that carried out on the
pyramid complex of Neferirkare, Raneferef, and
Nyuserre. In the smallest units of this system, the
groups of workmen, those of ir, dd and nfr seem to
have been employed in the construction of
Khentkaus’ pyramid complex.

3. The circle containing two crossed bars is
undoubtedly the most frequently attested quarry or
control mark in the Khentkaus pyramid complex. The
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mark frequently occurs on the buildings from the time
of Nyuserre. The occurence of the mark on the blocks
dating from the time of Nyuserre’s expansion of the
Khentkaus’s pyramid complex (PYR IT and LST I and
II) is therefore not surprising.

4. On the exposed eastern face of the pyramid’s
core remains of the so-called levelling lines
("Nivellationslinien") and construction marks were
found. For instance, in the middle of the lowest step
of the eastern face of the core a short vertical line in
black colour was marked. The line lies precisely on
the east-west axis of the pyramid, and undoubtedly
served for the setting of the long axis of the original
mortuary temple in limestone (LST I). Also
interesting was the discovery of the horizontal line on
the eastern and northern faces of the north-east
corner block of the pyramid’s foundation platform.
The line, later superimposed by a graffito with the
Queen’s name and titles (no. 13), was drawn ca. 1
cubit above the level of the sand bed upon which the
pyramid’s platform rested. The line undoubtedly
represented the starting point for further levelling
needed for the construction of the pyramid.



III. RELIEFS

II1.1. Reliefs in Position

From the original relief decoration of the mortuary
temple of the Royal Mother Khentkaus at Abusir only
~ an insignificant fragment remained in position. It
comes from a scene of offering bearers and lies in the
extant portion of the southern wall of a room which
may have originally been the offering hall (see p. 155
and figs. 73 and 74). From the scene only a small
portion of the lowest register (with the feet of striding
men bringing offerings) has survived to date. Though
historically insignificant, this fragmentary scene
contains one important feature namely, the lowest
level where all the wall relief decoration once lay.
That level was 137 cm above the floor of the room.

PILLARS

The pyramid complex of Khentkaus originally
included pillars in three places.! The earliest pillars
in the complex adorned the courtyard of the first
building stage of the mortuary temple (LST I). In the
second building stage (LST II) a pair of pillars was
added to support the roof of the new entrance to the
temple. Finally, another pair of pillars (unfortunately,
only imprints of these pillars in their limestone bases
have remained) was erected at the entrance to the
enlarged temple in the third building stage (MBT I).
All preserved pillars were limestone monoliths
inscribed with the name and titulary of the queen.

1 Further discussion on the concept of the pillared courtyard and
the pillared porticos, see below p. 151 ff,

Pillar in situ (courtyard; see fig. 57) (p. 80, pl. 11)
Limestone

60x 70 cm; h = 182 cm

This pillar — the only one standing in position in the

55 Cooa s 20 17 s

Fig. 57 Reconstruction
of the inscriptions

on the pillar in situ.
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courtyard — belongs to the northern portion of the
western row of pillars which originally supported the
roof of a cloister. The pillar, its upper portion having
eroded away, is painted red, and its eastern (i.e. the
courtyard facing) side, bears the remains of a column
of hieroglyphic inscription in sunk relief:

..m33%t Hr Sth, Hnt-k3w.s.

".. She who sees Horus and Seth,?2 Khentkaus."
At the end of the inscription the figure of a Queen
seated on the throne is represented. She wears a long,
tightly fitting robe and holds in her left hand an
“nh-symbol, and in her right hand a w3d-sceptre 3. The
Queen, facing left, wears a long wig. Surprisingly, her
forehead is adorned with an uraeus!* The occurrence
of the uraeus - the earliest evidence of a
representation of an ancient Egyptian Queen wearing
this royal symbol par excellence — ranks as one of the
most important historic finds made in the pyramid
complex of Khentkaus at Abusir.

2 Callender, Wives of the Egyptian Kings, vol. 1, 27 ff. (with
reference to Kuchman Sabbachy, Titulary, 23), assumes that the
interpretation of this title in the sense of "She who oversees Horus
and Seth" (i.e. the ‘watching over’ rather than the ‘viewing’) may
perhaps be closer to the original meaning of the title.

3 The wis-sceptre was a symbol of the queen’s status. For the
origins of this symbol and its close link to Memphis and the cult
of Hathor, see Sethe, in: ZAS 64, 1929, 6-9. See also Hassan, Stécke
und Stibe, 196 ff. It appears that the earliest representation of a
queen, seated on a box chair, wearing a vulture headdress and
carrying a wid-sceptre in her hand comes from the ‘Galarza-tomb’
and pertains to Khamerernebty I, see Kamal, in: ASAFE 10, 1910, 119.
4 This is the hitherto earliest known evidence of an uraeus worn
by a queen. It shows that the uraeus, a symbol of the divine and
royal status par excellence, was no longer reserved exclusively for
deities and kings — after the mid S5th Dynasty at least. It is also
possible that it could have been used for queens in much earlier
times than hitherto generally believed (e.g. Graefe, however, in:
LA VI, s.v. Urius, 866, claims that this symbol started to be used
for queens as late as from the Middle Kingdom onwards).
Moreover, aside from Khentkaus at Abusir, the uraeus is also
attested during the Old Kingdom for Ankhnesmeryre II, the wife
of Pepi I. The latter queen was represented with an uraeus in a
rock inscription in Wadi Maghara (Ankhnesmeryre II wears a
close-fitting cap with uraeus, holds an “nj-sign and smells a lotus
flower, see Gardiner et al., Sinai Inscriptions 1, pl. 9), and also is
present on a fragment of a limestone slab from Abydos (the queen
is seated, wears a close-fitting cap with uraeus and smells a lotus
flower, see Petrie, Abydos 11, pl. 20), and, possibly, on a statue in
the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, attributed to Ankhnesmeryre
(a small hole on the queen’s forehead shows that either a vulture
head-dress or an uraeus was originally fixed here, see James,
Hierogl. Inscr. Brooklyn, pls. IV and XXV [B 13.119]).

The meaning of Khentkaus’ representation with an uraeus is not
as simple as it might seem at first sight. On the other pillar, fallen
to the south of the pillar in situ, there is a relief of Khentkaus with
the vulture headdress. In this relief, she is carrying a wis-sceptre
in her hand. Both figures on the two neighbouring pillars would
appear to have originally faced each other. Clearly then, the

Pillar (courtyard)
Limestone

60x 70 cm; A = 185 cm
A fallen pillar found in the debris c. 3 m to the south
of the above-mentioned pillar still in position.
Originally, the pillar undoubtedly also stood in the
western row. It is painted red, and its face bears a
column of hieroglyphic inscription in sunk relief
containing remains of the titulary and name of
Khentkaus:

... byt Hr, m33t Hr Sth, Hnt-k3w.s.

".. She who follows Horus, She who sees Horus and
Seth, Khentkaus."

The inscription is again followed by a figure of the
Queen seated on the throne. She wears a tightly
fitting robe, her right hand is laid on her lap and in
her left hand she holds a w3s-sceptre . The Queen,
facing right, wears a long wig and a vulture
headdress. ©

(p. 80, pl. 11)

differing regalia worn by the queen on these two pillars must have
had a symbolic and decorative meaning. A parallel to this
decorative symbolism can be seen elsewhere (e.g. in the
neighbouring Abusir pyramid temples of Sahure or Nyuserre
where the columns in the northern half of the open courtyard were
under the protection of the cobra-goddess Wadjet, the Lady of
Lower Egypt, whereas those in the southern half bore the name
of Nekhbet, the Lady of Upper Egypt - see Borchardt, Sahure 1,
45 and id., Neuserre, 68). We can therefore assume that the
northern pillar in the courtyard of Khentkaus’ temple was
symbolically placed under the protection of Wadjet whereas the
southern one was under the protection of Nekhbet.

If this interpretation is correct, then we should consider two other
aspects. Firstly, from the architectural viewpoint, the two pillars
could have hardly have made part of a row of pillars running from
the north to the south along the western side of the open courtyard.
To have had a row of four or five pillars (even though there is space
enough for four or, at maximum, five pillars in the western part of
the courtyard) with alternating representations of the queen,
symbolically linked to Wadjet and Nekhbet, would be unusual. It
seems more probable to assume that the two above mentioned
pillars formed a portico in the north-west part of the courtyard.
However, the above assumption is rendered dubious by a small
fragment of another pillar (222/A/78). The fragment was found in
the courtyard and appears to bear the remains of Khentkaus’ name.
Did this "third" pillar form part of another portico (situated this
time in the south-west area of the courtyard)?

Regardless of the symbolic decoration of the pillars, the fact
remains that Khentkaus was once represented with a vulture
headdress and once with the uraeus. Although this was very
unusual for queens, on the semantic level the representation with
the uraeus equals that of the vulture headdress as a symbol of the
social status of the queen. Obviously, the uraeus had not only a
religio-symbolic and decorative meaning but it also very probably
reflected the extraordinarily high status of this particular queen.
That the king also used both insignia on his headdress tempts one
to consider the view that the use of the uraeus for Queen
Khentkaus might also have been associated with the regal power
of a king — but this will be further considered in the final chapter.
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Fig. 58 Plan of the location of red granite fragments.

5 Apart from its original use as a symbol of power and authority
for gods and kings originally, the w3s-sceptre seems to have been
reserved for goddesses only where females were concerned. (See
Hassan, o.c., 196 and n. 2. See also Fischer, in: JEA 64, 1978, 161
and Kaplony, in: LA VI, s.v. Zepter, 1374.)

The representation of Khentkaus carrying in her hand a w3s-sceptre
is probably the earliest evidence of a queen with this important
status symbol (see also below p. 56 where a comment is made on
the representation of Khentkaus with the wis-sceptre on the papyri
discovered in the queen’s mortuary temple). The next known
representation of the w3s-sceptre dates to the time of Pepi I
following the name of Ankhnesmeryre II, see James, Hierogl. Inscr.
Brooklyn, pl. 68.

6 Probably, the earliest evidence of a queen wearing a vulture
headdress known so far, dates from the time of Khephren. (See
Holscher, Chephren, 102 f., figs. 140-144.) Callender (o.c. vol. 3,
75 f.) suggests that the queen represented Khephren’s mother,
rather than his wife, since she claims that the vulture headdress
during the Old Kingdom is seen in the representations of mothers,
but not consorts of kings.

Pillar in situ (portico P1)
Limestone

52x52cm;h =98 cm
Northernmost pillar of a pair which originally
supported the roof of the entrance (portico) to the
courtyard. The upper portion of the pillar has broken
away. The pillar is painted red and its eastern face
carries the remains of a hieroglyphic inscription in
sunk relief containing the name of the queen:

... Hnt-k3w.s.

"... Khentkaus."

Also on this pillar the inscription is followed by the
representation of the Queen seated on a throne. She
wears a long tightly fitting robe. In her left hand she
holds an “nk-symbol, and in her right hand a
w3d-sceptre. The Queen, facing left, wears a long wig
and a vulture headdress.

(p- 80)
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Pillar in situ (portico P1)
Limestone

52x52cm; A =93 cm
Southern pillar of a pair of pillars in the entrance to
the courtyard. It is an almost precise copy of the
northern portico pillar described above, except for
the orientation of the inscription. Both the inscription
and the figure of the Queen face right.

(p- 80)

I11.2. Fragments of Reliefs

PILLAR

222/A/78
Limestone
10.7x 12 cm
A fragment with remains of the hieroglyphic sign &3
in sunk relief. Next to the sign a portion of a vertical
line (the border line of a column of inscription) was
preserved. The fragment very probably comes from a
piltar from the courtyard. The partly preserved
hieroglyphic sign may have originally belonged to the
name of the Queen.

(p- 80)

FALSE DOOR

The red granite false door 7 of Khentkaus, no doubt
originally embedded in the western wall of the
offering hall (see below p. 158), now consists of only
a few fragments. The fragments (fig. 58) enable us to
reconstruct the probable original shape and
dimensions of the false door as well as some of the
inscriptions that once might have been on the false
door (see fig. 59).

25/A/78-a
Red granite
32x 10 cm
A fragment, coming probably from the left side of a
false door, bearing the remains of the Queen’s name
in sunken relief:

[Hnt]-k3[w].$.

"Khentkaus"

The fragment fits together with 33/A/78.

(p. 81, pl. 12)

25/A/78-b
Red granite
25x15cm
A fragment bearing the remains of a hieroglyphic
inscription, facing left, in sunken relief:

...m3¢ [Hr] Sth, wr[t hts] ...

" . One who sees Horus and Seth,8 Great one of

the hts-sceptre 2 .."

(p- 81, pl. 12)
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Fig. 59 a Khentkaus II

7 Remains of false doors were also discovered in several other
Old Kingdom pyramid complexes of queens. The Royal Mother
Khentkaus had in the chapel of her stepped tomb in Giza fragments
of two false doors of red granite, one decorated with the royal
palace fasade pattern, the other bearing her name, titles and the
panel with the offering table scene and the list of offerings (Hassan,
Giza 1V, 24 and pl. 8). A fragment of the lower portion of the false
door of limestone, originally inscribed with the name and titles of
the queen, was found in situ in the offering hall of Teti’s wife Iput
I (personal information kindly offered by Zahi Hawas). Of the
limestone false door of Udjebten in the queen’s pyramid complex
in South Saqgara only a small fragment has survived to date
(Jéquier, Oudjebten, 13 and fig. 6).

8 M33%t Hr Sth is one of the principal titles of a king’s consort
(Callender o.c. vol. 1, 27 ff.).

9 Callender (o.c. vol. 1, 29 ff.), who suggests that the precise
connection of the hts-sceptre with the queen herself has as yet not
been established, claims that the title may refer to some rites
involving the king (e.g. the consecration of ritual buildings) in
which the sceptre was used. For Troy (Patterns of Queenship, 79
ff.), the hts-sceptre has a ritual association with the carrying-chair.
It is an attribute of the king as the Two Lords and as the Two
Ladies.
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Fig. 59 b Khentkaus I and Khentkaus II.

Hypothetical reconstruction of the original appearance

of the False Door. These reconstructions are based

on conclusions reached in discussion with Vivienne

G. Callender. Needless to say, there are numerous other
possibilities for reconstructions of the door that can be made
from these extremely fragmentary remains.

One outer face of the fragment was inclined at an
angle of 110°. This fragment fits together with
25/A/78-c.

25/A/78-¢
Red granite
25x17 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of a hieroglyphic
inscription, facing left, in sunken relief:

... 3t [ntr, m33t] Hr ...

".. Daughter of the God,1? One who sees Horus ..."
One face of the fragment was inclined at an angle
of 110°. The fragment fits next to 25/A/78-b.

(p- 81, pl. 12)

33/A/78
Red granite
32x13cm
A fragment with the remains of the Queen’s name,
facing right, in sunken relief:

. [Hn]t-k3w.s.

".. Khentkaus."

One outer face of the fragment was inclined at an
angle of 110°.

The fragment fits together with 25/A/78-a.

(p- 81, pl. 13)

38/A/78
Red granite
17x13 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of a hieroglyphic
inscription, facing right, in sunken relief:

mwt [nswt bity nswt bity], [s3t] ntr ...

"Mother [of the king of Upper and Lower Egypt (who
has the power of) the king of Upper and Lower Egypt]
(7) 1, Daughter of the God ..."

The fragment fits with 314/A/78.

(p. 81, pl. 13)

52/A/78
Red granite
12x4 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of an inscription,
facing right, in sunken relief:

. mI3[e] ..., wrft] hts, ...

".. One who sees ..., Great one of the hts-sceptre, ..."

(p. 81)

53/A/78
Red granite
S5x6cm

A fragment with a portion of the hieroglyphic sign
bity, facing left, in sunken relief. The sign may have
belonged to the queen’s title mwt nswt bity ... The
fragment fits in with 103/A/78.

(p- 81, pl. 13)

10 Helck, in: SAK 4, 1976, 130 saw in s3¢ nfr an indication of the
non-royal origin of any queen who bore the title; she was one who
"was not born to the purple". For Goedicke (in: SAK 15, 1988, 112
f.), the title of s3t ntr indicated that the queen was a posthumous
daughter of the king. The most satisfactory explanation of the title
s3t ntr has been suggested by Callender (in SAK 18, 1991, 89-110,
and id., Wives of the Egyptian Kings, vol. 1, 61 f.). Callender has
concluded that the title was used when the legitimacy of the
inheritance of the queen’s son was in doubt, when "for one reason
or another, some impediment blocked the normal progression of
patrilinear inheritance ... and the queen thus became the spiritual
daughter of the god because she continued his father’s line, even
as a daughter would do."

11 For detailed discussion on the title see below on p. 173 ff.
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75/A/78
Red granite
18 x 16 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of a hieroglyphic
inscription, facing left, in sunken relief:

... [mrt].f, Hnt-[k3w.$].

".. his beloved one, Khentkaus."

(p. 81, pl. 13)

76/A/78
Red granite
22x 17 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of a hieroglyphic
inscription, facing right, in sunken relief:

. [hmt] nswt, mr[t].f ...

“.. King’s wife, his beloved one, ..."

(p. 81, pl. 14)

81/A/78
Red granite
20x 8.5 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of the queen’s name,
facing left, in sunken relief:

. Hnt-k3[w.s].

".. Khentkaus."

(p- 81, pl. 14)

103/A/78
Red granite
10x5 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of a hieroglyphic
inscription, facing left, in sunken relief:

[Mwt nswt] bity [nswt] bity ...

"[Mother of the King of Upper] and Lower Egypt
[(who has the power of) the King of Upper] and
Lower Egypt (?), ..."

The fragment fits together with 53/A/78.

(p- 81, pl. 14)

314/A/78
Red granite
43 x40 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of a hieroglyphic
inscription, facing right, in sunken relief:

... Mwt nswt bity nswt bity, ...

".. Mother of the King of Upper and Lower Egypt
(who has the power of) the King of Upper and Lower
Egypt (?), ..."

One outer face of the fragment was inclined at an
angle of 1209, the other was vertical. The fragment
fits together with 38/A/78.

(p. 81, pl. 14)

THE GATE

The place where the fragments of the gate 12 were
found (fig. 60) indicates that the latter was
constructed approximately in the middle of the
mortuary temple, in the "crossroads" of the boundary

between the limestone and mudbrick portions of the
temple (see above p. 30). From these "crossroads"
access could be had to the intimate part of the temple,
to the magazines and to the main entrance to the
temple, the cult pyramid and, finally, to the dwelling
of the priests. The brownish quartzite gate (fig. 61)
was originally embedded in the mudbrick masonry of
the corridor of which only scanty remains and traces
in the floor remained.

183/A/78 (p. 82)
Brownish quartzite
19 x 10.5 cm

A fragment bearing the remains of a single
hieroglyphic sign, §, in sunken relief. The fragment
probably fits together with no. 270/A/78.

184/A/78 (p- 82, pl. 15)
Brownish quartzite
15x6 cm

A fragment bearing the remains of an inscription,
facing right, in sunken relief:

wowrt hts (?) ...

".. Great one of a hts-sceptre ..."

The inscription makes up part of a titulary of the
queen.

188/A/78 (p- 82, pl. 15)
Brownish quartzite
7x 18 cm

A fragment bearing the remains of a hieroglyphic
inscription, facing right, in sunk relief:

. [HnJt-k3[w.s].

".. Khentkaus."

The inscription contains part of the name of the
queen.

12 Gates, or remains of gates, were also found in other Old
Kingdom pyramid complexes of queens. Red granite gate bearing
the name and titulary of the queen, embedded originally in the
mudbrick enclosure wall, decorated the entrance to the chapel in
the south-east corner of the stepped tomb of Khentkaus in Giza
(Hassan, Giza IV, 16 f. and fig. 2 and pls. 5, 6). A red granite gate,
embedded in the mudbrick enclosure wall and bearing the titles
and name of the queen, gave also access to the pyramid complex
of Iput II, the wife of Pepi II (Jéquier, Neit et Apouit, 42 and fig.
22). In the pyramid complex of Udjebten, another wife of Pepi II,
remains of three gates inscribed with the titulary and name of the
queen were found: the greyish sandstone (quartzite ?) gate in the
enclosure wall, the red granite gate of the funerary chapel and the
limestone gate in the vestibule (Jéquier, Oudjebten, 9, and fig. 3
and pl. 13). Recently, remains of a limestone gate of Nubunet, a
wife of Pepi I, were discovered in the small pyramid complex of
the queen in South Saqqara, see Leclant, in: CRAIBL 1990 (avril
- juin), 516-520.
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Fig. 60 Plan of the location
of brownish quartzite fragments.

207/A/78 (fits with 24/A/80)
Brownish quartzite

21 x 26 cm

A fragment bearing the remains of a column of
hieroglyphic inscription, facing left, in sunk relief:
Mwt [nswt bity nswt bity, s3t] ntr ...

"Mother of a King [of Upper and Lower Egypt (who
has the power of) the King of Upper and Lower Egypt
(7), Daughter] of the God,..."

The inscription made part of the titulary of the queen.

(p. 82, pl. 15)

234/A/78 (p. 82)
Brownish quartzite
13x14.5cm

A fragment bearing the remains of a hieroglyphic
inscription with the queen’s name in sunken relief:
. [Hnt]-k3w.s.

".. Khentkaus."

61

The fragment very probably fits together with no.
375/A/78. A tiny trace of sunk relief near the left edge
of the fragment may have originally belonged to the
upper portion of a sceptre held by the queen, whose
seated figure was placed at the end of the inscription.

255/A/78 (p. 82, pl. 15)
Brownish quartzite
9x 14 cm

A fragment bearing the remains of a hieroglyphic
inscription, facing right, in sunk relief:

[Mwt nswt] bity [nswt bity]...

"[Mother of the King of Upper and] Lower Egypt
[(who has the power of) the king of Upper and Lower
Egypt](?)"

The inscription makes up part of the titulary of the
queen.

The fragment probably joins up with no. 376/A/78.
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Fig. 61 Reconstruction of the brownish quartzite gate.

257/A/78 (p. 82, pl. 15)
Brownish quartzite
11.5x22 cm

A fragment bearing the remains of a hieroglyphic
inscription, facing right, in sunk relief:

.. tist Hr ...

".. tist-sceptre of Horus 13 ...
The inscription made part of the titulary of the
queen.

"

258/A/78 (p. 82, pl. 15)
Brownish quartzite
17.5x 18 cm

A fragment bearing the remains of a vertical
hieroglyphic inscription in sunk relief:

[Mwt] nswt bity [nswt bity]...

"[Mother of the] King of Upper and Lower Egypt

[(who has the power of) the king of Upper and Lower
Egypt](?)"

The inscription, facing right, comes from the left door
jamb. Originally, it probably made up part of a title
of the queen.

270/A/78 (p. 82)
Brownish quartzite
13x19 ¢cm

A fragment bearing the remains of hieroglyphic signs
t and Hnt, in sunk relief. The signs made part of the
title and the name of the queen.

271/A/78 (p. 82)
Brownish quartzite
35x15cm

A fragment bearing the remains of a hieroglyphic sign
Hr. The sign made part of a title of the queen.

272/A/78 (p. 82, pl. 16)
Brownish quartzite
35x15cm

A fragment bearing the remains of a hieroglyphic
sign, facing right, in sunk relief:

Mwt [nswt bity nswt bity]...

"Mother [of the king of Upper and Lower Egypt (who
has the power of) the king of Upper and Lower
Egypt](?)"

The sign made part of the title of the queen.

342/A/78 (p. 82, pl. 16)
Brownish quartzite
27x15cm

A fragment, joining with the no. 188/A/78, bearing a
portion of the hieroglyphic sign § in sunk relief. The
sign very likely made up part of the queen’s name.

372/A/78 (p. 82, pl. 16)
Brownish quartzite
14 x 21 cm

A fragment bearing the remains of a horizontal
hieroglyphic inscription, facing right, in sunk relief:
.. Mwt [nswt bity nswt bity, s3t]-ntr ...

".. Mother [of the King of Upper and Lower Egypt
(who has the power of) a King of Upper and Lower
Egypt (?), Daughter] of the God ..."

13 The meaning of the title is not quite clear. Gauthier, in: ASAE
24, 1924, 207, related the title to the verb ts "to sit down", "to sit"
and saw in it an allusion to the queen’s privilege "to sit, to be
enthroned beside the king". Caliender (o.c. vol. 1, 74 £.) inclines to
Gauthier’s interpretation and translates the title tist Hr as "She who
sits with Horus".
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The fragment, containing the remains of the titulary of
the queen, and coming very probably from the lintel of
a gate, should perhaps be joined to no. 255/A/78.

373/A/78 (p. 83, pl. 16)

Brownish quartzite

25.5x21.5 cm

A fragment bearing the remains of the hieroglyphic
sign ntr, facing right, in sunk relief. The fragment may
very probably have once joined up with no. 372/A/78.

375/A/78 (p- 83)
Brownish quartzite
8x 11 cm

A fragment bearing the remains of the hieroglyphic
sign k3 in sunk relief. The sign very probably made up
part of the queen’s name "Khentkaus".

376/A/78 (p. 83)
Brownish quartzite
20 x 22 cm

A fragment bearing the remains of a horizontal
hieroglyphic inscription in sunk relief:

[Mwt] nswt [bity nswt bity]...

"[Mother of the] King of Upper [and Lower} Egypt
{(who has the power of) the king of Upper and Lower
Egypt] (?)"

The inscription, very probably coming from the lintel
of a gate, contained part of the titulary of the queen.

24/A/80 (p. 83, pl. 15)
Brownish quartzite
14 x 17 cm

A fragment bearing the remains of a hieroglyphic
inscription, facing left, in sunk relief:

. S3tntr...

".. Daughter of the God ..."

The inscription made up part of a titulary of the
queen. This fragment may have fitted with no.
207/A/80.

KING, QUEEN, ROYAL FAMILY

The fragments (fig. 62) probably come from the scene
representing the King Nyuserre bringing an offering
to the Royal Mother Khentkaus. Unfortunately, the
scanty remains of the relief decoration which were
found in the few hitherto excavated Old Kingdom
pyramid complexes of queens do not provide any
parallel 14 to the scene. It is therefore difficult to
consider to what extent the scene was unique, or to
wonder whether it was a standard component of the
"Bildprogramm" of the pyramid complexes of the
queens in the Old Kingdom.

23/A/78
Limestone
11x9.5 cm
Remains of a hieroglyphic inscription, possibly of the
titulary of the queen:

.nh

o [mr 2t f ..
() L}

"

".. his beloved (?) ..."

(p- 83)

36/A/78
Limestone
53 x25 cm
A fragment with remains of a hieroglyphic
inscription, looking right, in four columns. The
inscription contains a portion of the titulary and the
name of the Queen Khentkaus:

... hm[t]-ntr Dhwty, [hmt-ntr] B3pfi ...

... htyt Hr, brp ssmt im3t ...

... ddt ht nbt irt[.n].s, L. (?) ...

... mrt [nt] ntr-3, Hnt-[k3w.s].

".. the priestess of Thoth,!5 the priestess of Bapfi 10 ...
". She who follows Horus,!7 the controller of the
butchers of im3¢ 18, ."

".. One for whom all that she says is done 1°...
".. beloved of the Great God,20 Khentkaus."
Originally, the inscription undoubtedly accompanied
a representation of the queen, possibly on the wall of
the offering hall.

(p. 83, pl. 17)

"

109/A/78

Limestone
22x 12 cm
A fragment of the breast and beard of a King

(p. 83, pl. 17)

14 In the recently excavated and as yet unpublished mortuary
temple of Iput I, the wife of Teti, a fragment of a scene representing
the king Pepi I bringing an offering (to the royal mother ?) has
been found (preliminary information, courtesy of Zahi Hawas).

15 Callender (o.c. vol. 1, 70), suggests that the title may have
reflected some ritual link between the god Thoth and the queen
with regard to the king’s burial rites.

16 The title of hmt ntr B3pfi stressed the role of the queen in the
cults of fertility, so closely linked with the King, and his ancestors.
17 This title of the King’s consort may have identified the queen
with the goddess Hathor as companion to Horus, (i.e. the King)
see Callender, o.c. vol. 1, 78 f.

18 The interpretation of the title is not unambiguous, see Edel,
Akazienhaus, passim, and Fischer, in: Orientalia, 29, 1960, 185-190.
See also Callender, o.c. vol. 1, 89-92. Probably, the title connected
the queen with the overseeing of the staughter of animals involved
in the funeral rites.

19 Callender (o.c. vol. 1, 86-89), suggests that the title expressed
the queen’s privilege of having her commands obeyed. The title
was carried mostly by the royal mothers.

20 t.e. of the king
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Fig. 62 Plan of the location of limestone fragments. '

represented as a Sphinx 21, From a hieroglyphic
inscription in front of the King only the sign nfr
(probably of ntr nfr) following the King’s name in a
cartouche, remained. Over the relief traces of a red
painted net (6 x 6 cm) are visible.

21 For the representations and meaning of the sphinx in the Old
Kingdom, see Schweitzer, Lowe und Sphinx, 24-37. The
representations of the king as a sphinx are attested also in the relief
decoration of the royal pyramid complexes at Abusir, see e.g.
Borchardt, Sahure 1, 8 and fig. 4; id. Neuserre, 47-49, figs 29-31,
pls. 8-12.
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111/A/78
Limestone
25x7 cm
Remains of a hieroglyphic inscription, facing left, in
two columns containing a portion of the titulary of
the queen:

... [hmt-ntr T3]-sp.f ...

... Smrft Hr] (?) ...

".. priestess of Tjaspef 22...
".. beloved one ..."

(p. 83, pl. 17)

117/A/78
Limestone
24x 19 cm
A fragment with a portion of a sm3 3wy scene showing
a Nile deity binding a papyrus plant around the sign
sm3. The fragment probably comes from a
representation of a royal throne. Was King Nyuserre
(?) represented seated in front of the Royal Mother
or, was she seated in front of him? 23

(p. 83)

186/A/78
Limestone
18 x24 cm
A fragment with a portion of the head and shoulders
of two figures, 2 woman and a man. Both figures wear
short wigs. In addition to that, the woman wears a
necklace. Above the woman’s head is a partly
damaged hieroglyphic inscription:

[83t]-nswt Rpwt-nbty.

"King’s [daughter] Reputnebty 24."

[S3]-nswt H[nty-k3w-Hr] (?).

"King’s [son] Khenty[kauhor]?*"

(p- 83, pl. 17)

22 The interpretation of T3-sp.f, the bull-god to which the title
pertains, has been repeatedly discussed. Otto, Stierkult, 9,
translates the name as "Der Mannlichste seiner Art". Kaplony, in:
RdE 22, 1970, 106-108, assumes that the T3-sp.f bull may have
corresponded with the Mra-bull, a greased offering bull. Helck, in:
LA V1, s.v. Stiergott, 15 f., translates the name as "der Minnlichste
(?) seiner Tenne" and relates the bull-god to the Min festival and
the white bull used for thrashing of corn. Callender (o.c. vol. 1,
67-70) stresses the relation of the queen’s titles of hmt ntr Bipfi
and hmt ntr T3-sp.f to the king’s role in the fertility and ancestor
cults. The cults of B3pfi and T 3-sp.f may have been interchangeable.
Like Hetepheres II and Khamerernebty I, the Royal Mother
Khentkaus held both the above mentioned titles.

23 In the neighbouring mortuary temple of Nyuserre, the king
was represented seated on the throne decorated with the sm3 3wy
scene — including the kneeling fat male figures, see Borchardt,
Neuserre, pl. 16. In the mortuary temple of Sahure, the throne on
which the king is seated bears only the representation of the
monogram sm3 3wy, not the kneeling or standing fat male figures.
(See Borchardt, Sahure 11, pl. 42.) For the representations of the
sm3 Bwy-symbol, see Schifer, in: MDAIK 12, 1943, 73-95; see also
Kuhlmann, Der Thron, 50 ff.
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The fragment possibly comes from a scene
representing a procession of the members of a royal

(Nyuserre’s ?) family. The fragment fits with
230/A/78.

200/A/78 (p- 84, pl. 18)

Limestone

38x 22 cm

Part of the head of the queen wearing a vulture
headdress. Above the queen’s head are remains of
the principal title of Khentkaus:

Mwt nswt bity [nswt bity] ...

"Mother of a King of Upper and Lower Egypt {(who
has the power of) the King of Upper and Lower
Egypt] (), .."

Opposite the queen King Nyuserre was undoubtedly
represented: his names and titles, originally above his
head, were partially preserved beside the queen’s
title:

[Hr St-ib]-B3wy, [nswt bity] Ny-wsr-r’.

"[Horus Setib]tawy, [the King of Upper and Lower
Egypt] Nyuserre."

The fragment 26 comes from a scene of great
importance. The scene, probably represented on the
wall in the intimate part of the temple, pertains to the
cult of the Royal Mother. The cult was obviously
promulgated by the King Nyuserre.

201/A/78

Limestone
28 x 16 cm
A fragment with the remains of two striding male
figures. The men, whose arms hang loosely along the

(p. 84)

24 Judging by the context of the scene, the princess (Reputnebty)
represented on the fragment was probably a daughter of Nyuserre.
Moreover, the princess’ name, formed by means of the word rpwt,
reminds one of the name of Queen Reputnebu, the wife of
Nyuserre. The name of Reputnebty (not the princess but "the
King’s acquaintance") is attested in mid Dyn. 5 on a fragment of
a limestone lintel from the collection of Michailidis. (See
Grdseloff, in: ASAE 42, 1943, 109 and fig. 16.) For the feminine
names formed by means of rpwt, see Kaiser, in: MDAIK 39, 1983,
261-269.

25 Princess Reputnebty was followed by the Prince Khentkauhor
whose name and title were partly preserved partly on fragment
186/A/78 and partly, including a portion of the prince’s figure, on
the fragment 230/A/78. The name Hnty-k3w-Hr is not available in
Ranke’s PN. However, the names formed by means of k3w- Hr must
have been favoured in the time of Nyuserre and shortly afterwards,
judging by the name of the king’s immediate successor,
Menkauhor, and the latter’s son (?) Neserkauhor (for the prince
Neserkauhor, see Verner, in: ZAS 117, 1990, 72-74).

26 See Verner, in: ZAS 107, 1980, 160 and fig. 4.
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body, wear short kilts. In front of the second figure a
short inscription, facing left, reads:

S3.f Ir-n-R¢: Nds.

"His son Irenre Junior." 27

Probably, a king was represented in front of the two
striding men.

227/A/78
Limestone
30x21 cm
A fragment with the remains of two scenes in two
registers. In the upper register are the remains of
tables heaped with offerings; in the lower one the
remains of heads of two men, and of a hieroglyphic
inscription facing left. The inscription reads:
Ip[3]ty-nswt (?).

"One attached to the king’s private apartment." 28
The fragment may come from a procession of either,
officials of the court or, female members and male
officials of the royal palace.

(p. 84, pl. 18)

230/A/78 (fits with 186/A/78)
Limestone

28 x 16 cm

A fragment with the upper portions of two male
figures. Above the first figure a hieroglyphic
inscription reads:

[S3-nswt ?] Hnty-k3w-Hr.

"[King’s son] (?) Khentykauhor."

Above the second man only a fragment of his title (?)
remained:

S3-[nswe ?] ...

[King’s] (?) son ...

The figures and the inscriptions face left.

(p. 84, pl. 19)

27 The attribute nds "junior” may indicate some relationship
between Prince Irenre who is represented on fragment 201/A/78
and Prince Irenre attested on a fragment of papyrus (46 A) from
the archive of the mortuary temple of Neferirkare
(Posener-Kriéger, Archives de Néferirkare 1, 306-310). The latter’s
name is mentioned, next to that of the Royal Mother Khentkaus,
in the temple archive of Neferirkare in connection with the supplies
for the mortuary temple of Neferirkare:

"Ont été apportés de la maison

- de la Mére Royale Hnt-k3w.s: ...Pain a3 (?7); Biére hnk ¢

- du Fils Royal Irj-n-R<: lacune; lacune".

Posener-Kriéger (o.c. 309) assumes that Irenre was a member of
the Khentkaus I family, of which Neferirkare was a younger son.
She further expressed her impression that the Irenre mentioned
in Neferirkare’s temple archive was a dead prince, since "his house"
was mentioned next to that of the Royal Mother, was a source of
revenues for the funerary cult of Neferirkare. However, the
occurrence of Irenre Junior in the company of the children of
Nyuserre would suggest that the Irenre (Senior ?), mentioned in
Neferirkare’s temple archive, was a contemporary of Nyuserre’s
rather than Neferirkare’s. This assumption pertains also to the
Royal Mother Khentkaus who was mentioned in the papyrus next
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239/A/78

Limestone
9x85cm
A fragment with the remains of a hand supporting the
lower portion of a serekh. Out of the serekh a fragment
of a hieroglyphic sign w can be read. The remains of
the last sign of a king’s name within the serekh is
unreadable. The fragment comes from a
representation of the personification of the king’s k3.

(p. 84, pl. 17)

248/A/78
Limestone
13.5x 13 cm
A fragment with remains of the queen’s titulary:
[Mwt] nswt bity nswt bity ...

"[Mother] of a King of Upper and Lower Egypt (who
has the power of) the King of Upper and Lower Egypt

(), .."

(p. 84, pl. 19)

260/A/78
Limestone
11 x 15 cm
A fragment with the remains of a figure (possibly an
elbow of a standing female figure), a separating
vertical line, and a hieroglyphic inscription facing left:
.mrt[f] ... nbty.
"... [his?] beloved ... nebty."
The name is damaged and its reconstruction is
therefore uncertain. Theoretically, either the name of
Reputnebty (see no. 186/A/78) or Nebtyemneferes 29,
whose tomb has been recently excavated at Abusir to
the south-east of the pyramid complex of Khentkaus,
could have been intended here.

(p. 84, pl. 19)

to the prince Irenre. Was the Royal Mother Khentkaus of Giza or
of Abusir meant here ? (See below p. 168 ff.)

28 The translation of ip(3) as "harim" is in dispute although there
is, at least as early as the Middle Kingdom, some evidence that
royal concubines (hkrwt nswt) were secluded, see Fischer, Egyptian
Titles, 77 (*1186). The translation of ip(3)¢ as "the king’s private
apartment" from the mortuary temple of Khentkaus seems to be
more probable than "harim". In this case the title under discussion
would mean "one attached (or belonging) to the king’s private
apartment” (kind personal communication of Fischer). Concerning
the sign, representing a seated man holding a stick (?) over his
shoulder, sce Fischer, in: MDAIK 16, 1958, 135 f. In the available
Old Kingdom inscriptions two titles related to ip(3)¢ seem to have
been in use: imy-r (n) ip(3)t nswt and hry $563 (n) ip(3)t nswt, Ward,
Feminine Titles, 81 ff. For the titles of officials relating to the royal
harim, see also Reiser, Der konigliche Harim, passim.

29 More precisely, the mastaba of Princess Nebtyemneferes lies
directly to the east of the pyramid Lepsius no. XXIV. In the context
of the horizontal stratigraphy of the site, the pyramid is
preliminarily attributed to the wife (or one of the wives) of
Nyuserre whose daughter Nebtyemneferes could have been. For
the tomb of the princess Nebtyemneferes, see Verner, in: ZAS 115,
1988, 167 f.
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266/A/78
Limestone
23x15cm
A corner fragment with the remains of relief
decoration on both sides. On one side is part of the
queen’s wig and name:

.. Hnt-k3fw.sj] ...

"... Khentkaus ..."

On the other side there are remains of a hieroglyphic
inscription:

. htp ...

"... offering (?) ..." (htp may have also formed part of
a personal name).

The corner is bordered on both sides by a strip of
geometrical frieze.

(p- 84)

328/A/78
Limestone
13x4.4 cm
A fragment with the remains of a necklace, probably
from a representation of the Queen. On the necklace
are traces of green colouring.

(p. 84, pl. 19)

341/A/78
Limestone
7.5x 17 cm
A fragment with the remains of the Queen’s name
[Hnt]-k3w.s "Khentkaus" above a partly preserved
head of the queen wearing a vulture headdress.

(p- 84)

1/A/80
Limestone
12x 18 cm
A fragment with remains of a hieroglyphic inscription
which reads:

..nb ‘nhw ...

"... Lord of the living ones ..."

The epithet nb “nhw used to form part of the royal
titulary. Over the relief traces of a net painted red are
visible.

(p. 85)

31/A/80
Limestone
10x 11 cm
A fragment with the remains of the queen’s head
wearing a vulture headdress.

(p- 85)

s.n. 10

Limestone
12x 15 cm
A fragment of a geometrical frieze from the upper
portion of a wall. Under the frieze there are the
remains of a man wearing a short wig and, in front of

(p. 85)

the figure, on a much larger scale, a title of the Queen:
... hmt nswt ...
"... King’s wife ..."

THE OFFERING RITUAL

The fragments below very probably made up part of
the relief decoration of the north-south orientated
offering hall, which was situated in the intimate
portion of the Khentkaus’s mortuary temple (fig. 63).
Though too few in number they allow us to
reconstruct a not insignificant portion of the offering
hall’s pattern of decoration. The table scene was
completed by a list of offerings and by a shortened
series of episodes (4 introductory and 3 closing) of
the offering ritual.

5/A/78
Limestone
78 x 57 cm
A block, probably from an upper left-hand corner of
a wall, with the scene of an offering ritual 30. The
scene, facing right, consists of four episodes:

1. A priest wearing a short kilt and a short wig, makes
a libation. A vessel, from which he pours water onto
something in front of him, is damaged. An
incompletely preserved inscription above the priest
can be read as:

Kbh .

"Making a libation." 3!

2. The ritual is being performed by a couple of priests
wearing short kilts and short wigs. One priest kneels
on the ground and holds an offering table, whilst the
other one stands and pours water onto the table from
an egg-shaped jar. The inscription above the priests
can be read as:

S3t.

"Pouring water on an offering table." 32

3. A priest, wearing a short kilt and a short wig, holds
in front of him a chalice with a high foot and obviously

(p. 85)

30 The scene of the offering ritual from the mortuary temple of
Khentkaus consists of the picture of the queen seated at an offering
table, the list of offerings and a series of seven pictures
representing four introductory and three closing scenes of the
ritual. In other Old Kingdom pyramid complexes the offering ritual
scene has survived to date only in small fragments. See e.g.
Borchardt, Neferirkare, 30 and fig. 32; id. Neuserre, 83 and fig. 59;
id. Sahure 11, 68 and pl. 63; Jéquier, Pepi 11, I, pls. 61 and 81.

31 The scene of a priest pouring water purified by natron into a
vessel opens the ritual purification cycle. See Junker, Giza 111, 104
(2); Lapp, Opferformel, 163 £.; a.o.

32 Very probably, the scene of s3t (mw) represented the washing
of the offering table, and had an apotropaic meaning. For various
interpretations of the scene, see Lapp, o.c. 167 f.
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burns incense. An inscription above the priest can be
read as:

Ht sntr.

"Burning incense." 33

4. A priest, wearing a short kilt and a short wig, holds
a roll of papyrus in front of him. An inscription above
the priest can be read as:

Hry-hbt.

"Lector-priest." 34

The four above-mentioned episodes represent an
introductory portion of an offering scene which
originally covered the whole wall of an offering hall,
the principal cult place in the temple. Very probably,
the representation of the queen seated at the offering
table also belongs to such a room. The representation
of the four episodes of the offering ritual is
surrounded by representations of various offerings —
figs, a melon, a head of a calf, a goose, lettuce, onions,
lotus flowers, etc. — laid on tables and plates and in
baskets (see below no. 59/A/78).

20/A/78 (fits with no. 59/A/78) (p. 85)

Limestone

70 x 48 cm

A block with the remains of a scene representing the
queen seated at the offering table. Only the upper

68

Fig. 63 Reconstruction of the offering scene.

portion of the queen’s figure facing left and wearing
a long wig is preserved (except for the top of her
head). Above the table with its pieces of bread is a
partly preserved list of offerings. 35 The inscription
with the names of offerings, facing right towards the
queen, can be read as:

Hnk t-nms: 2

"(A kind of) bread: 2 (pieces)." 36

33 The same type of cup for burning the incense as that
represented in the scene mentioned from the mortuary temple of
Khentkaus was found during the excavations in the neighbouring
pyramid complex of Raneferef (excav. no.367/1/82). The episode
of burning the incense closes the introductory ritual purification
cycle.

34 The lector-priest, represented as reading from a roll of
papyrus, is represented again, in the cycle of three episodes closing
the offering ritual (on the block excav. no. 90/A/78). In his second
representation, the priest reading from the papyrus is identified as
"the hereditary prince Irenre". The fact that Prince Irenre
performed and directed the offering ritual for the Royal Mother
Khentkaus is noteworthy and, again, it stresses a special relation
between both persons (see the text on pp. 66, 70).

35 For the 5th Dynasty version of the offering list generally, see
Barta, Opferformel, 47 ff.

36 Helck, in: LA 11, 586 s.v. Getreide, identified hnk t-hnms as
"Bier aus Gerste (Gerstenmalz ?)".
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Hnk t.2 34/A/78 (p- 86. pl. 20)
"Beer: 2 (jars)." Limestone
Spt: 2 21 x20 cm
"(A kind of) drink: 2 (jars)." 37 A fragment bearing an inscription, facing right, with
g g p g rg
Ph3: 2 a portion of a list of offerings. The inscription can be
"(A kind of) drink: 2 (jars)." 38 read as:
Dwiw §sr: 2 Is[d]
"(A kind of) drink: 2 (jars)." 3 "A fruit." 40
Db¥ 2 S[ht] hdt
"Figs: 2 (bowls)." "A fruit." 41
Irp: 2
"Wine: 2 (jars)."
Irp: 2 _—
"Wine: 2 (jars)." 37 "Une boisson & base de dattes", see ALex III, 267 s.v.
Irp: 38 "Une boisson fermenté fabriqué a partir de la céréale ph3",
rp: 2

"y . " see ALex 1, 136 s.v.
Wine: 2 (jars). s . .

39 Helck, in: LA 11, 586 s.v. Getreide, suggested the meaning of
Irp: 2 this item of the offering list as "djwj-Gefass der Molke".
"wine: 2 (jars)." 40 “"Les fruits de P’arbre #d" (un arbre sacré sur lequel on inscrit
Hfbnnw]t: 2 les annales d’un régne - Mimusops Schimperi Hochst ?, Cordia
"(A kind of) bread." myra 7), ALex 1, 47 s.v..

Above this row of offerings there was once another
row of offerings, but of these only the determinatives
(in the shape of a bowl, each followed by a numeral
"1") remain.
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41 On the basis of a botanical analysis, Edel, Qubbet el Hawa II,
1/2, 25, gave the meaning of $ht more accurately as "sechszeilige
Gerste (Hordeum polystichum Doll. ssp. hexastichum)". For
Helck, in : LA III, 587 s.v. Getreide, skt means "zerstampft", i.e.
"crushed" for the processing of the product.
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S[ht] widt

"A fruit." 42

The numerals "1" above each offering pertain to the
preceding row of offerings. The fragment should be
joined to the previous block no. 20/A/78 and to the
following one, no. 90/A/78.

42/A/78
Limestone
31x10cm
A fragment bearing the remains of a representation
of the central section of the stand of an offering table
and a numeral 43 "thousand". This fragment should
probably be joined to the preceding nos. 20/A/78 and
S9/A/T8.

(p- 86)

59/A/78
Limestone
150 x 30 cm
An incomplete block with remains of a scene
representing the queen seated at the offering table.
A portion of the scene remains displaying the queen’s
feet and the lower part of a seat decorated with a
geometrical pattern of three vertical stripes. The
queen wears a long, tightly-fitting robe and anklets.
In front of the queen is the lower portion of the stand
of the offering table, and a repeated hieroglyphic
inscription which can be read as A3 htp "thousand of
offerings". This block should be joined to the
preceding one, no. 20/A/78.

(p- 86)

90/A/78
Limestone
100 x 60 cm
A block with the remains of a scene representing a
portion of a list of offerings, and several episodes of
an offering ritual. From the uppermost row with the
names of offerings only the numerals — "1" or "2" —
and determinatives in the shape of a bowl remained.
The offerings in the second row can be read as:
L2

.2 2 (bowls)."

22

.2 2 (bowls)."

w2

".. ?..: 2 (bowls)."

gt swt. 4
"Wheat: 4 (bowls)." 43
gri: (7)

"Grain: (?) (bowls)." 44
B3[b3]t: 2

"Fruit: 2 (bowls)."

Nbs: 2

"Fruit: 2 (bowls)." 45

(p- 86)

- N e D

Tnbs: 2

"Fruit: 2 (bowls)."

Wh: 2

"Fruit: 2 (bowls)." 46

The third row from the top contains the four
remaining items of a list of offerings which can be
read as:

Rnpwt nbt: (7)

"All annual offerings: (?7)."

Hnk ¢ (7)

"Beer: ()"

Gsw: 1

"Half of bread: 1 (piece)."

H3t-wdhw: 1

"Foremost offering from the table: 1 (piece)."

It appears that in order to save some space for the
episodes of an offering ritual, the last three items on
the offering list were omitted. The offerings listed in
the second row from the top represent a continuation
of those mentioned on the fragment no. 34/A/78.
Three episodes represented on the block form the
conclusion to an offering ritual incompletely
preserved on the preceding block, no. 5/A/78. These
four scenes are:

1. A priest wearing a short kilt, an oblique band across
his breast and a short wig, holds out a papyrus roll in
front of him. A short inscription, facing right, above
the lector priest (the title is not mentioned, the
function of the man is, however, clear from his dress)
can be read as:

Iry-p“t Ir-n-R".

"Hereditary prince Irenre." 47

2. A couple of priests, wearing the short kilt and short
wigs, kneel on one knee and have one hand laid on
the breast, the other raised 45. Above the priests there
is a hieroglyphic inscription, facing right, which can
be read as:

S3ht in hry-hbt.

"Making a shining spirit by a lector-priest."

42 Helck, loc.cit. n. 4, specified "white" sht as sht n bdt (i.e. mixed
with flour ?) and "green" $ht as sht n jt (i.e. sprouted ?).

43 Tickholm, in: LA I1, 271, s.v. Flora, identified this item of the
offering list as "crushed wheat (“Triticum durum’ ?; or another plant
‘Ensete edule’ ?)".

44 "Crushed barley (Hordeum hexastichon)" (?), see Helck, in:
LA 11, 586 f., s.v. Getreide.

45 "Le jujubier (Ziziphus spina Christi)", see ALex I, 189 s.v.

46 "Bulbs of Cyperus esculentus”, sece Edel, Qubbet el Hawa 11,
1/2, 22.

47 See the note 27.

48 Gardiner, in: JEA 24, 1938, 87, claims that the kneeling figures
shown in this attitude, i.e. with one hand laid on the breast and
the other raised, are probably echoing the spells recited by a
lector-priest to a breast-thumping accompaniment.
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The episode directly relates to the preceding one
where the lector-priest holds his papyrus roll.

3. A final episode of the scene, representing a
lector-priest, with his back turned to the kneeling
figures in the preceding episodes, wipes his brush
across the floor. The priest not only cleans the floor
of a room at the end of the ritual, he also ritually
purifies the room and protects it from the influence
of evil forces. He wears a short kilt and a short wig.
Above the priest there is a short hieroglyphic
inscription, facing left, which can be read as:

Dd mdw [n] hry-hbt: Int rd.

"Words spoken by a lector-priest: Wiping away
footprints." 47

The remaining left-hand portion of the block bears
representations of offerings — meat, breads and figs
— laid on offering tables and trays.

139/a/78
Limestone
23x 12 cm
A fragment with traces of a list of offerings in two
registers or rows. The offerings in the upper register
are missing (except for the determinative of a bowl
and three numerals relating to three different items:
"3", "4" and "x + 2"). In the lower register there are
the remains of two offerings, the names of which are,
unfortunately, so damaged that they cannot be
reconstructed and identified:
ke

(p- 86)

181/A/78
Limestone
23x 13 cm
A fragment with the remains of a hieroglyphic, inscription
facing left, containing a list of offerings. The remains are
so small and of such a character that the reconstruction
of the names of the offerings is not possible.

(p- 86)

182/A/78
Limestone
12x 10 cm
A fragment with two hieroglyphic signs, a bull’s and
a goos’s head. Originally, the signs made up part of
an offering list.

(p- 86)

313/A/78
Limestone
13x11.5cm
A fragment with a small portion of an offering list.
On the fragment only a stroke, i.e. the numeral "1",
can be seen. The fragment also bears traces of a grid
(5 x 5 c¢m) painted red.

(p- 86)
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BUTCHERS

The butchering scene 0 belonged to the standard
clements of the "Bildprogramm” of both the royal and
private tombs. The scene in the mortuary temple of
Khentkaus seems to have been closely linked with the
scenes of the funerary repast and the bringing of offerings.

60/A/78
Limestone
17x 11 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of a butchering
scene. From the scene the lower portion of a figure
of a butcher standing above a bull’s head remains. On
the butcher’s legs, facing right, are traces of red paint.
Besides the remnants of the butchering scene, the
fragment also bears a small portion of a geometrical
border frieze, which comes from the edging block of
a wall.

(p- 87)

61/A/78
Limestone
10.5x 8 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of a butchering scene
representing a butcher standing above a slaughtered
animal (a bull or an ox). The butcher, facing left,
wears a short kilt.

(p- 87)

88/A/78
Limestone
20x 19 cm
A fragment bearing the middle section of the standing
figure of a butcher facing right. Behind the butcher,
wearing a loincloth, there is a trace of a hieroglyphic
sign which can be read as stp.In the given context, the
sign can be intrepreted as "to cut into portions" rather
than "a haunch". 5!

(p- 87)

89/A/78
Limestone
11x5cm
A fragment bearing the middle section of the standing
figure of a butcher. It seems that the butcher, facing
left, originally held a knife and sharpened it.

(p- 87)

49 For the ceremony of int rd, the closing episode of the ritual,
see Altenmiiller, in: JEA 57, 1971, 146-153. See also G. Lapp,
Opferformel, 176 f.

50 For the scene generally, see e.g. Montet, Scénes, 150-167. For
its meaning and position in private tombs of Old Kingdom, see
Harpur, Decoration in Egyptian Tombs, passim.

51 See e.g. Eggebrecht, Schlachtungsbriuche, 160.
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92/A/78
Limestone
155x11.5 cm
A fragment with the representation of part of a bull
lying on the ground with his legs tied together.

(p. 87)

95/A/78
Limestone
19x 11 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of a butchering scene
in low relief. From the scene the middle section of
the standing figure of a butcher remains, slightly bent
forward, holding in his left hand a knife. With his right
hand (now partly missing) he obviously had been
depicted leaning against the body of the slaughtered
animal. The butcher, facing left, wears a short kilt.

(p. 87)

96/A/78
Limestone
9.5x9%cm
A fragment bearing the remains of a butchering scene
representing the middle section of the standing figure
of a butcher. Judging by the string fastened to the
lower tip of the butcher’s kilt, the man had originally
been represented sharpening a knife. The butcher is
facing left. Over the relief, these are traces of a net
(6 x 6 cm) painted red.

(p- 87)

101/A/78
Limestone
26x13 cm
A fragment of a butchering scene. From the scene
there remains the middle section of the belly of an
animal lying on the ground, and two figures of
butchers standing next to it. One butcher slightly
bends over the animal and inserts his hand into its cut
body, the other one, judging by his posture, obviously
sharpens his knife.

(p- 87)

110/A/78
Limestone
25x20.5 cm
A fragment with the remains of scenes in two
registers. In the upper register are the lower portions
of the legs of two striding men, facing left, probably
the offering bearers. In the lower register is a portion
of a butchering scene representing an animal lying on
the ground. A short hieroglyphic inscription above
the animal can be read as:

Ndr.

"Hold firmly!"

(p- 87)

114/A/78
Limestone

(p. 87)

13x22 cm

A fragment of a butchering scene representing the
mouth of a slaughtered animal. Next to it is the foot
of a standing figure of a butcher. On the butcher’s
foot are traces of red paint.

116/A/78
Limestone
11 x 16 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of what is probably
a butchering scene. From the scene the central
portions of two standing figures of butchers wearing
loincloth remain.

(p- 87)

157/A/78
Limestone
32x8cm
A fragment with the remains of a butchering scene
from which only portions of the hands of two butchers
and a part of the body of an animal lying on the
ground have remained.

(p. 87)

168/A/78
Limestone
8x7cm
A fragment bearing a short hieroglyphic inscription
which can be read as:

Pdt [ds].

"Sharpening [a knife]." 52

The fragment very probably comes from a butchering
scene.

(p- 88)

280/A/78
Limestone
18 x 11 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of a butchering scene
from which the heads of two butchers wearing, turned
back to back, short wigs have remained. Above the
butchers’ heads is a short hieroglyphic inscription
which can be read as sfp and interpreted, in the
context of the preserved fragment of the scene, as "a
haunch” rather than "cut into portions" (see above
excav. no. 88/A/78).

(p- 88)

FUNERARY ESTATES

As shown by the fragment 158/A/78 described below,
the scene with the procession of funerary estates was
obviously linked to the scene of agricultural works
(see below p. 74, no. 112/A/78). Unfortunately, the
reconstruction of a more precise placement of the
scene in the mortuary temple of the Royal Mother is
not possible.

52 See Eggebrecht, o.c. 255.
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62/A/78
Limestone
36 x 7 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of a scene
representing part of a procession of funerary estates.
In the left portion of the fragment is a partly damaged
column of hieroglyphic inscription which can be read
as

Hp ht-phrt.

"Bringing the offerings."

Above the head of a female personification of a
funerary estate, in a standard, is inscribed the estate’s
name which can be read as

Hwt [nt] Hwfw: [3wt-ib- Hwfw or Hwfw-im3h ?].
"Khufu’s funerary estate [(named) ‘Pleasure (?) of
Khufw (or ‘Khufu is honoured’?)}". 53

(p. 88, pl. 20)

101/A/78

Limestone
11x10 cm
A fragment bearing the lower portion of the legs of
a striding female figure wearing a long tightly fitting
robe and anklet rings. The figure very probably
represents a personified funerary estate. Behind the
figure the lower portion of a w3s-sceptre can be seen.

(p. 88)

102/A/78
Limestone
12 x 10 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of the legs of a
striding female figure wearing a tightly fitting robe.
The figure very probably represents a personified
funerary estate.

(p. 88)

158/A/78
Limestone
26 x 9 cm
A fragment bearing remains of scenes in two registers.
In the upper register is a portion of a Nile channel;
in the lower one the remains of a procession of
funerary estates. The fragment joins up with no.
62/A/78.

(p- 88, pl. 20)

329/A/78

Limestone
17x 17 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of the lower portions
of the legs of two striding female figures. The figures,
wearing long, tightly fitting robes and anklet rings,
very probably represent personified funerary estates.
On the legs of the figures are traces of yellow paint.
Between the figures is a tiny part of a hieroglyphic
inscription of which only a portion of the last sign &
can be read. Below the register, with the remains of

(p. 88)
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funerary estates, are two horizontal bands, one
unpainted, the other painted red. It means that the
scene of a procession of funerary estates was
represented in the lowermost register on a wall,
followed by a stylized painted frieze at the bottom.

THE PAPYRUS THICKET

It seems to be probable that the papyrus thicket scene
was linked with the following one representing the
catching of birds. Unfortunately, the original
emplacement of both scenes remains unclear.

259/A/78
Limestone
16 x 9.5 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of a papyrus thicket
scene. From the scene only flower buds and a flying
bird remain.

(p- 88, pl. 19)

CATCHING BIRDS
See above "The papyrus thicket".

146/A/78
Limestone
33x15cm
A fragment containing two registers and bearing the
remains of a scene illustrating the catching of birds.
In the upper register two men, each kneeling on one
knee, turn their backs to each other. Apparently, the
men are kneeling in, or near, a light construction of
wooden poles (?). In the lower register there is part
of a bird trap and a fragment of a hieroglyphic
inscription:

Shgnw ...

"Catching gnw-birds (?) .." 54

(p. 88)

THE PRODUCTION OF BEER (?)

The interpretation of the remains of a scene on the
fragment no. 236/A/78 is very uncertain.

236/A/78
Limestone
88 x 18 cm

(p- 88)

53 This name is not attested among the names known so far from
the funerary estates. See Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines funéraires,
483 s.v. Hwf-w(i).

54 Gaillard, in: Kémi 2, 1929, 19-40, identified the bird as the
oriol (Oriolus galbula). For the scene of catching the oriols, see
van de Walle, Neferirtenef, 46 and pl. 9.
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A fragment bearing remains of a scene possibly
displaying the production of beer (?).55 On the
fragment three incompletely preserved male figures
can be seen. One man, slightly bent forward, holds a
long stick. The other two men behind him carry
vessels on their heads, supporting them with their
hands.

METAL WORKERS (?)

The interpretation of the remnants of a scene
described below remains very uncertain.

179/A/78
Limestone
17x9 cm
A fragment coming from the left edge of a wall, and
probably bearing the remains of a scene involving
metal workers. From the scene only the central
section of a standing man, wearing a short kilt; in
front of him the short hieroglyphic inscription hmty
(?) "metal worker">% can be seen. The man turning his
back to the end of the register, uses both hands to
participate in some activity to the right of him. The
fact that the man stands seems to exclude any scene
where the melting or beating of metal would be
shown.

(p- 88, pl. 21)

AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES

The scene of agricultural activities 37 seems to have
been linked with the scenes of bringing the offerings
and with the procession of funerary estates (see above
p. 72 f.). However, the more precise location of the
scene in the mortuary temple of the Royal Mother
remains unclear.

87/A/78
Limestone
18 x 33 cm
A fragment containing two registers with the remains
of an agricultural scene. In the upper register is a
man, striding from left to right, holding two pigeons.
In the lower register a corn field and a portion of a
field work scene can be seen.

(p- 89, pl. 21)

55 For the brewing scenes, see e.g. Montet, Scénes, 242; Harpur,
Decoration in Egyptian Tombs, passim ff.

56 A more detailed discussion on the reading of the name see
Verner, Ptahshepses 1, 54 n. 28.

57 For the agriculture scenes, see Montet, Scénes, 180-220;
Harpur, Decoration in Egyptian Tombs, passim; a.o.

112/A/78
Limestone
20x 6 cm
A fragment bearing the representation of a stylized
Nile channel.

(p. 89)

OFFERING SCENES

Offering scenes 58, including the display of offerings,
probably represented the largest portion of the relief
decoration of the mortuary temple of the Royal
Mother. Some portions of the scenes of bringing the
offering were certainly connected with those of the
agricultural activities and the procession of funerary
estates (see p. 72 f.).

1/A/78
Limestone
51x 19 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of an offering scene.
From the scene two male figures, wearing short kilts
and striding from the left to the right, remain. Each
man holds a pair of birds. The fragment comes from
the lowest register on a wall.

(p. 89)

4/A/78
Limestone
95 x 62 cm
A block containing two registers with the remains of
an offering scene. The upper register contains the
remnants of stands of offering tables and several
vessels. In the lower register there is a row of five
men, striding from right to left and bringing an
egg-shaped jar, lotus flowers, figs, a piece of meat, a
bird and another egg-shaped jar. The men wear short
kilts and short wigs.

(p- 89)

T/A/T8
Limestone
78 x 50 cm
A block in low relief bearing the remains of a scene
of men bringing offerings. A fragment of the scene
represents four men, striding from the left to the
right, bearing trays with meat and cakes.

(p. 90)

58 Remains of the scene of bringing the offerings (or the display
of offerings) were also found in the stepped tomb of Khentkaus in
Giza (Hassan, Giza 1V, 19 and figs. 6-7), in the mortuary temple
of Teti’s wife Iput I in North Sagqara (personal communication
from Zahi Hawas) and in the pyramid complex of Iput II (Jéquier,
Neit et Apouit, fig. 25) in South Saqqara.
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21/A/78

Limestone

180 x 70

A corner block bearing a decoration on two sides.

Side A: remains of a scene of men bringing
offerings in two registers. In the upper register only
the lower portions of offering tables and trays can be
seen. In the lower register there are offering tables
with lettuce, figs, asparagus, melons, several varieties
of breads, etc. Between the stands of the offering
tables are vessels with other offerings. At the
right-hand of the register is a pair of men, striding
from left to right and bringing a bunch of papyrus
stalks, a piece of meat, a tray with cakes on it (?) and
a lotus flower. The men wear short kilts and short
wigs.

Side B: On this side, which is smaller than side A,
there are the remains of scenes in two registers. In
the upper register the lower parts of legs belonging
to two men, who stride from right to left, can be seen.
Possibly, this register also once contained a scene of
bringing the offerings. In the lower register not a
single fragment of the original scene remains.

58/A/78
Limestone
120 x 60 cm
A block with the remains of two registers bearing a
decoration. The scene in the upper register is badly
damaged and cannot be identified. In the lower
register six male figures remain, striding from the left
to the right, and a fish, a bird, a tray with figs, etc.
The men wear short kilts and short wigs.

(p- 90)

63/A/78

Limestone
28 x 42 cm
A block bearing the remains, in two registers, of a
scene portraying the bringing of offerings. In the
upper register there are small remnants of these
offerings. In the lower register are the remains of two
men bringing a piece of meat and a tray with figs.

(p. 90)

64/A/78
Limestone
56x17 cm
A block with the remains of a scene showing the
bringing of offerings. From the scene the upper
portions of figures of three men, striding from left to
right, and bearing haunches of meat still remain.
Above the first man are the unclear remnants of an
inscription.

(p. 91)
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69/A/78
Limestone
52x19cm
A block bearing the remains of a scene depicting the
bringing of offerings. From the scene the upper
portions of two men, striding from left to right,
remain. The first man carries a haunch of meat and
above his head is a short hieroglyphic inscription:
S[hplt] stp.

"Bringing a haunch of meat."

Remnants of an inscription above the head of the
second man are too small and unclear to be identified.
Both men wear short wigs.

(p. 91)

70/A/78
Limestone
34 x25 cm
A fragment bearing the remains, in two registers, of
a scene showing the bringing of offerings. In the upper
register are the remains of three stands with vessels,
in the lower one a melon, figs and a bunch of papyrus
stalks.

(p- 91)

85/A/78
Limestone
100 x 37 cm
A block bearing the remains, in two registers, of a
scene showing the bringing of offerings. Originally,
these offerings were displayed in the upper register,
but at present, only the remains of three vessels in
stands, a tray of figs, an offering table, etc. can be
seen. The lower register contains remnants of five
striding men from the right to the left and bringing
vessels, a tray with cakes, etc.

(p. 91)

86/A/78
Limestone
110 x 75 cm
A block with the remains of two registers of a scene
depicting the bringing of offerings. In the right
portion of the upper register offerings like vessels in
stands, a tray of figs, etc. are represented. In the left
portion of the same register four men, wearing short
kilts and striding from right to left, can be seen. The
men bring a bird, a fish and a piece of meat. The lower
register contains the remains of six male figures
striding from right to left. The men wear short kilts
and short wigs. They bring a tray with figs, a basket
with figs and melons, a tray with lettuce, a piece of
meat, a bird, another tray with figs, a vessel, a bunch
of onions, a w'-hr-sn.f-vessel and a tray with cakes.

(p- 91)
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94/A/78 (p. 92)

Limestone

59 x 40 cm (A); 40 x 58 cm (B)

A corner block with the remains of a relief
decoration on two sides.

Side A: Remains of two registers with offerings
(vessels).

Side B: Also on this side there are remains of two
registers. The upper register contains the remains of
three male figures, wearing short kilts and short wigs
and striding from right to left. The men bring a bowl
and a fish. Due to the sculptor’s error, the last man’s
legs are shown as being deformed. The sculptor
obviously missed the upper and lower edge of a
horizontal line separating the registers. A short
inscription accompanying the scene in the lower
register can be read as
S§ pr-hd.

"A scribe of the treasury."

98/A/78
Limestone
150 x 51 cm
A block with the remains, in two registers, of a scene
representing the bringing of offerings. The upper
register contains vessels in stands and two offering
tables with cakes, lettuce, figs, etc. In the lower
register there are badly damaged remnants of other
offerings.

(p- 92)

113/A/78
Limestone
16 x 25 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of a figure of an
offering bearer.

(p. 92)

118/A/78
Limestone
19x24 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of two scenes in two
registers. In the upper register only the legs of a man
bringing a lotus flower remain. In the lower register
a butchering scene was probably represented
originally. Only a portion of the scene remains: a
butcher’s head wearing a short wig, and a fragment
of a hieroglyphic inscription the reading of which is
uncertain, possibly gn r(h ?) ...

(p- 92)

119/A/78

Limestone
67 x 37 cm
A block with the remains, in two registers, of a scene
showing the bringing of offerings. The upper register
contains a display of offerings on an offering table, a

(. 92)

tray with a goose and vessels. In the lower register the
remains of four men, wearing short wigs and striding
from the right to the left, can be seen. The men carry
vessels and a tray with a goose.

120/A/78
Limestone
45 x 28 cm
A block containing two registers, with the remains of
a display of offerings. The offerings consist of figs,
melons and lettuce.

(p. 92)

144/A/78
Limestone
21 x24 cm
A fragment with the remains, in two registers, of a
scene showing the bringing of offerings. In the upper
register only the lower portions of the legs of two
men, striding from right to left, remain. In the lower
register there was once a scene of bringing a sealed
box was originally represented. It preserves an
inscription which can be read as

Shpt htmt.

"Bringing a sealed box."

(p- 93)

147/A/78
Limestone.
50 x 30 cm
A fragment with the remains, in two registers, of a
scene showing the bringing of offerings. The upper
register contains small remains of egg-shaped vessels
in stands. In the lower register remains of four male
figures, wearing short kilts and wigs, and striding from
right to left, can be seen. The men bring trays with
cakes (?) and figs.

(p- 93)

156/A/78
Limestone
120 x 70 cm
A fragment bearing the remains of a scene portraying
the bringing of offerings. From this scene only three
incomplete figures of men, striding from right to left
and bringing a bird and a piece of meat (?) remain.
The fragment also bears a small portion of a
geometrical border frieze.

(p- 93)

161/A/78
Limestone
112 x 76 cm
A block with two registers bearing the remains of a
scene displaying offerings. Represented are baskets
with figs, lotus flowers, lettuce, papyrus stalks, several
varieties of breads, egg-shaped vessels in stands, etc.

(p- 93)
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232/A/78
Limestone
16 x 11 cm
A fragment with the remains of an offering bearer
striding from right to left. The man, wearing a short
wig, brings a haunch of meat. On the man’s body and
on the haunch of meat traces of red colouring can be
seen.

(p- 94)

249/A/78
Limestone
29x 24 cm
A fragment with the remains of two male figures. The
men, striding from right to left, wear short wigs, and
bring a lotus flower and a bird.

(p- 94)

394/A/78
Limestone
70 x 40 cm
A fragment with the remains of two male figures. The
men, striding from left to right, bring figs and two
pieces of meat.

(p. 94)

45/A/80
Limestone
65 x 30 cm
A fragment of a relief representing a striding bull.
Above the bull is a horizontal line of a hieroglyphic
inscription reading int rn iw3 "bringing a young bull".
The fragment comes from the scene of bringing the
offering animals.

(p- 94)

s.no. 1
Limestone
60 x 44 cm
A fragment with the remains of a scene of offerings
on display. The offerings consist of egg-shaped vessels
and baskets with figs, lotus flowers, lettuce, etc.

(p-94)

s.no. 2
Limestone
35x 26 cm
A fragment with the remains of two male figures. The
men, striding from right to left, bring a tray with cakes
(7), a vessel and a bird.

(p- 95)

s.no. 3
Limestone
46 x 24 cm
A fragment with the remains, in two registers, of an
offering display. The offerings consist of a tray with
figs, vessels in stands, a basket with lettuce and
melons, etc.

(p. 95)

s.no. 4
Limestone
85x38cm
Corner (inner) block with the remains, in two
registers, of a scene depicting the bringing of
offerings. In the upper register the legs of four, in the
lower one of two striding men remain. The men stride
from the right to the left.

(p- 95)

s.no. 5
Limestone
30x 18 cm
A fragment with the remains, in two registers, of a
scene showing men bringing offerings. In the upper
register four men bringing pieces of meat, in lower
one two men bringing a tray with cakes (?) and a
vessel can be seen.

(p- 95)

s.no. 6
Limestone
40 x 26 cm
A block containing two registers, in which there are
the remains of a scene displaying men bringing
offerings. In both registers there are rows of striding
men, wearing short kilts and short wigs, and bringing
birds, pieces of meat, baskets and trays with figs,
lettuce, melons, cakes, etc.

(p. 95)

s.no. 7
Limestone
126 x 55 cm
A fragment of a relief with remains of a scene, in two
registers, of bringing the offerings. In the upper
register remains of three male figures bringing the
birds and a portion of meat with ribs can be seen. In
the lower register are remains of a row of nine male
figures bringing the baskets with the fruit and the
vegetables, the meat and the birds.

(p. 96)

VARIA

26/A/78
Limestone
16 x 9 cm
A fragment of a relief with the remains of a hkr-frieze.
On the frieze traces of yellow colour are visible. Over
the relief red lines of a grid (6 x 6 cm) were later
painted.

(p- 96)

40/A/78
Limestone
30x12cm
A corner fragment of a relief with the remains of a
geometrical frieze. The relief bear traces of green
colour.

(p. 96)
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231/A/78
Limestone
13x5cm
A fragment of a relief with the remains of a frieze
containing a horizontal row of stars. The stars are
painted yellow, the background is blue. The
fragment may have either framed the upper edge
of a wall with reliefs or separated two registers
with reliefs from each other.

(p- 96)

1I1.3 Conclusions

1. The relief decoration was limited to the earlier
limestone portion of the mortuary temple of
Khentkaus (LST II) only. Except for a very small and
insignificant portion in situ, all the extant reliefs are
in fragments. The reconstruction of the limestone
stage of the temple (LST II), on a theoretical level at
least, remains very uncertain with regard to the
almost total destruction of this portion of the
monument. It is therefore difficult to estimate both
the original extent of the relief decoration of the
temple, and the original location of these relief scenes
which have been preserved on the temple walls. Most
of the relief decoration was probably concentrated in
the so-called intimate portion of the mortuary temple,
especially in the offering hall. It seems needless to
emphasize that in the centre of the western wall of
the offering hall the red granite false door of
Khentkaus was embedded.

2. The extant fragments of reliefs probably do not
represent more than one quarter of the original relief
decoration of the temple. Nevertheless, compared
with other Old Kingdom pyramid complexes of
queens, the scant remains of the relief decoration
from the mortuary temple of Khentkaus represent the
largest and iconographically richest find so far. (It
seems that the remnants will not be eclipsed by the
remains of the relief decoration from the newly
re-excavated pyramid complex of Iput I, the wife of
Teti).

3. The quality of the Khentkaus reliefs differs.
Some portions of the decoration (e.g. the offering
table scene) were of higher quality than others (e.g.
the bringing of offerings).

4. Although the reconstruction of the original
"Bildprogramm” of the Khentkaus’ mortuary temple
remains incomplete and uncertain, the variety of
scenes which have survived in fragments is amazing.
Interestingly, though not surprisingly, the general
character of the "Bildprogramm" of the queen’s
temple principally differs from that of the

contemporaneous mortuary temple of kings. The
"Bildprogramm" of the queen’s temple resembles in
many respects that of a contemporaneous private
tomb.

5. The "Bildprogramm" of the mortuary temple of
Khentkaus once included scenes of
- the funerary repast,

- the offering ritual,

- the bringing of offerings,

- the bringing of animals as offerings,
- the butchering,

- the procession of funerary estates,

- agricultural activities,

- the catching of birds,

- metal work (?),

- the brewing of beer (?),

- the papyrus thicket,

- the greeting of Khentkaus by Nyuserre’s family.

6. All the aforesaid scenes rank among those
standardly occurring in contemporaneous private
tombs except for one unique scene. That scene can
best be described as the "meeting of Nyuserre’s family
(and court ?) with the Royal Mother Khentkaus". The
scene probably included a standing figure of
Khentkaus, who faced a standing figure of Nyuserre
followed by the members of his family and, perhaps
his courtiers were also represented in a smaller scale
and arranged in registers behind the King. Basically,
the scene seems to indicate two important facts
relating to the queen: namely, the exceptionally high
social status of the Royal Mother Khentkaus, and the
special reverence which Nyuserre had for Khentkaus.
The scene corroborates other archaeological and
epigraphic finds from the pyramid complex of
Khentkaus which attest to her cult in Abusir (see
below p. 172).

7. Though in fragments and incomplete, the
reconstructed titulary of Khentkaus shows that she
was both a King’s wife and a King’s mother. The title
of the King’s daughter is missing in her titulary but
her royal origin is a distinct possibility.

8. The title of the royal mother occurs in the
available fragments of reliefs only in the form of mwt
nswt bity nswt bity. (Of course, it cannot be excluded
that the other form, mwt nswt, once existed in reliefs
but has not apparently been preserved.) This fact
contrasts with the occurrence of the title of the royal
mother in other categories of finds, like those of the
masons’ inscriptions, the sealings, the papyri, etc.,
where either both aforesaid titles or that of mwt nswt
only are attested. The interpretation of this material
is not easy and does have far-reaching historical
consequences. Can we assume, for example, that the
title mwt nswt was merely an abbreviated form of the
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title mwt nswt bity nswt bity 7 Or, do we have in the
two titles evidence for two different persons, two
royal mothers of the same name, i.e. Khentkaus (I)
and Khentkaus (II), whose different social status was
signalled by the above mentioned titles? If the latter
variant should be true, Khentkaus (I) should be
identified as the owner of the so-called Fourth
Pyramid in Giza. The question can thus be raised as
to why this royal mother also had a cult at Abusir. For

79

a more detailed discussion of the problem, see below
p. 168 ff.

9. The title of s3t ntr seems to indicate that the
legitimacy of Nyuserre’ s accession was dubious. If
there were two royal mothers named Khentkaus and
both of them were bearers of the title, the son of the
second queen, Khentkaus II, with dubious legitimacy
undoubtedly must have been Nyuserre (see p. 65, no.
200/A/78).
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Fig. 5 Clearly deriving from a limestone ceiling slab (from above the sarcophagus chamber), comes the capital of a column
of, that had been cut in the late New Kingdom.

Fig. 6 View of the structure of the inner core of the pyramid.



PLATE 3

Fig. 12 Corner fragment of a black
granite pyramidion.

Fig. 11 Fragment of a blue-glazed
Jaience tablet bearing a cartouche
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